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EDUCATION-RELATED HOUSE BILLS PASSED 
 
HB 3  
Eissler 
Public school accountability, curriculum, and promotion requirements 
 
For full summary see page 41 
 
HB 8 
Otto 
Appraisal district studies and reviews 
 
Amends the Government Code so that the comptroller's study of school district property 
values must be completed at least every two years in any district for which the most 
recent study demonstrated the school district's local value to be valid, and every year for 
any school district for which the most recent study determined the school district's local 
value was not valid. Currently, the comptroller must review every school district annually.  
Creates the Comptroller's Property Value Study Advisory Committee.  Changes made by 
this law apply to studies conducted for a year that begins on or after January 1, 2009. 

Earliest effective date: January 1, 2010. 

HB 55 
Branch 
Use of a phone in a car 
 
Prohibits an operator of a motor vehicle from using a wireless communication device 
while operating a motor vehicle within a school-crossing zone unless the operator is using 
a hands-free device.  Requires a municipality, county, or other political subdivision to 
post signage at the entrance to each school-crossing zone within the entity’s jurisdiction.  
Provides an exception when use of the wireless device is for making an emergency call 
to certain entities and in instances where no signage is posted.  An offense would be a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $50. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 136  
Villarreal 
Prekindergarten classes 
 
Requires TEA to work with other state agencies to increase the awareness of 
prekindergarten programs.  Allows the agency to develop outreach materials for use by 
districts. 
 
Requires the commissioner to prescribe a form to be used by districts in annually 
reporting to the agency strategies used to increase prekindergarten awareness, and 
mandates posting of the district report on the agency Internet website within 90 days of 
receipt. Mandates the agency provide information to districts regarding effective 
methods of communication about prekindergarten programs to parents, and conduct a 
study and report to the legislature no later than December 1, 2010, regarding the same 
methods.  
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Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 171 
Olivo 
Discipline in schools 
 
Requires the student code of conduct of a school district to specify that consideration 
will be given, as a facto in each decision concerning suspension, removal to a 
disciplinary alternative education program, expulsion, or placement in a juvenile justice 
alternative education program, regardless of whether the decision concerns a 
mandatory or discretionary action, to self-defense; intent or lack of intent at the time the 
student engaged in the conduct; a student’s disciplinary history; or a disability that 
substantially impairs the student’s capacity to appreciate the wrongfulness of the 
student’s conduct. This Act applies with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 192 
Alonzo 
Student absence from school 
 
Requires a school district to excuse a student from attending school for appearing at a 
governmental office to complete paperwork required in connection with the student’s 
application for United States citizenship or taking part in a United States naturalization 
oath ceremony. Also, requires a school district to excuse a student from attending school 
for the temporary absence of a student diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder, on the 
day of the student’s appointment with a health care practitioner to receive generally 
recognized service for persons with autism spectrum disorder. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 200  
Heflin 
School principal continuing education 
 
Repeals the provisions requiring that continuing education for principals be based on an 
individual assessment, that an individual growth plan be developed and used based on 
the assessment, and that each certified principal participate in the assessment process 
and professional growth activities at least once every five years.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 281 
Anchia 
School-based health centers 
 
Allows federal or state funds to be used for a grant program, not only awarded to school 
districts, but to nonprofit organizations that contract with school districts.  Preference is to 
be given to rural districts or property poor districts.  The grant may be used to open, 
expand, or operate a school-based health center. The bill specifies that these grants 
cannot be given to certain nonprofit entities that offer reproductive services. The bill also 
amends the reporting requirement associated with school-based health centers.  
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HB 339 
Phillips 
Driver training for minors 
 
Requires a school district to consider offering a driver education and traffic safety course 
during each school year.  Allows a school district to charge a fee if it offers a driver 
education course or contracts with a driver education school that holds a license to 
conduct the course.  Allows the commissioner of education to charge a fee to each 
driver education school in an amount not to exceed the actual expense incurred in the 
regulation of driver education courses. Requires the commissioner to approve the 
curriculum that will be used for minors and adults, including a driver education course 
conducted by a school district, driver education, or school parent or other individual.  
Provides that a driver education course must require the student to complete 7 hours of 
behind-the-wheel instruction and 7 hours of observation instruction in the presence of a 
licensed driver education instructor.  Requires 20 hours of behind-the-wheel instruction, 
including at least 10 hours of instruction that takes place at night, in the presence of an 
adult who meets the certain requirements. 
 
Requires the commissioner to establish the curriculum and designate the education 
materials to be used in a driver education course designed for adults, which may be 
offered as an online course.  
 
Prohibits a driver safety course or a drug and alcohol awareness program from being 
approved as a driver education course. 
 
Requires the commissioner to include in the curriculum of each driver education or driver 
safety course information relating to the effect of using a wireless communication device 
or engaging in other actions that may distract a driver. 
 
Prohibits the commissioner of education from renewing a driver education instructor 
license, including a temporary license, if the person has six or more points as a result of 
certain convictions for moving violations.  Requires an applicant who is under 21 and 
applying for a license to state whether the applicant has completed a driver education 
course. 
 
Prohibits the Texas Department of Public Safety from issuing a driver’s license to a person 
younger than 21 unless the person submits a driver education certificate indicating that 
the person has completed and passed a driver education and traffic safety course or if 
the person is 18 years of age or older, a driver education course approved by TEA. 
 
Allows a waiver of the highway sign and traffic law parts of the driver’s examination if 
those parts have been successfully completed as determined by a licensed driver 
education instructor. 
 
Requires that an applicant under 18 years of age and who is seeking a Class C driver’s 
license to submit to the Department of Public Safety written parental or guardian 
permission for the department to access the applicant’s school enrollment records 
maintained by TEA. 
 
Allows a foster parent to provide a driver education course. 
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Requires the Department of Public Safety to collect data regarding collisions of students 
taught by course instructors, public schools, driver education schools, and other entities. 
 
Provides that an instruction permit expires on the 18th birthday of the license holder.  
 
Requires TEA and the Department of Public Safety to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding under which the department may access the agency’s electronic 
enrollment records to verify a student’s enrollment in a public school. 
 
Increases the fee for a provisional license to $15. 
 
Prohibits a person under 18 years of age from operating a motor vehicle during the 12-
month period following issuance of an original Class A, B, or C driver’s license after 
midnight and before 5 a.m. with some exceptions; or with more than one person in the 
vehicle under 21 years of age who is not a family member; or while using a wireless 
communication device, except in an emergency. 
 
Allows the Department of Public Safety to appoint a task force to evaluate the 
effectiveness of driver’s education materials prepared by TEA. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 401 
Raymond 
General election dates 
 
Allows a political subdivision, other than a county, which holds its general election on a 
date other than the November uniform election date to change the date by December 
31, 2010, to the November uniform election date. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 537 
Berman 
Children in motor vehicles 
 
Includes in the definition of “passenger vehicle” a passenger van designed to transport 
15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.  Creates an offense if a person allows a child 
who is younger than 17 years of age and who is not required to be secured in a child 
passenger safety seat system to ride in a van designed to transport 15 or fewer 
passengers, including the driver, without securing the child individually by a safety belt. 
Prohibits a person from carrying another person on a motorcycle unless the person is at 
least 5 years old, except that the prohibition does not apply if a sidecar is attached to a 
motorcycle. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
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HB 635 
Guillen 
Grants for elementary and secondary education 
 
Allows TEA to seek, accept, and distribute grants awarded by the federal government or 
any other public or private entity for the benefit of public education, subject to the 
limitations or conditions imposed by the terms of the grants or other laws. 
 
Allows the commissioner of education to determine, unless otherwise prohibited by 
federal law, that a Head Start program operated by a school district or a community-
based organization serves the function of a public elementary school by providing 
elementary education at one or more program facilities.  Such a determination may not 
reduce the amount of federal grant funds available for school districts and open-
enrollment charter schools. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 709 
Rose 
Educator excellence awards 
 
Allows districts to award stipends to nationally certified classroom teachers who hold 
advanced certification from an organization that certifies at least 2,500 teachers in the 
United States each year based on the teachers’ satisfaction of high and rigorous 
standards for accomplished teaching from the Educator Excellence Awards Program.  
Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 752 
England 
Tax increment fund revenue for schools 
 
Permits a municipality with territory in three counties with a population of less than 
130,000 (rather than 120,000) according to the 2000 federal census to enter into an 
agreement with a school district to dedicate revenue from a tax increment fund to the 
district for the acquisition, construction, or reconstruction of educational facilities. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 770 
Howard 
Taxation of uninhabitable residence 
 
Requires the continuation of a homestead exemption when a residence is under repair 
following an event that rendered the residence uninhabitable or unusable (wind or 
water damage). Requires the property owner to begin repairs within one year, and the 
exemption may only continue for two years. 
 
Imposes an additional tax to recapture the difference between the amount that would 
have been taxed and the amount actually taxed with the exemption if the owner sells 
the property before the completion of a replacement-qualified residential structure.  



Texas Association of School Administrators 6 

Provides that a lien must be attached to the property to secure payment of the 
additional tax and interest.  
 
Amends Chapter 11 of the Tax Code to exempt from ad valorem taxation property used 
by certain nonprofit community business organizations providing services to support the 
economic development of local communities.   
 
Provides that this act only applies to ad valorem taxes for a tax year beginning on or 
after the effective date of this law. 
 
Earliest effective date: January 1, 2010. 
 
HB 772  
Howard  
Internet broadcast of meetings 
 
Requires the State Board of Education to broadcast its meetings over the Internet and 
archive video and audio from prior meetings on TEA website.  
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 773 
Oliveira 
Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act 
 
Reauthorizes the Property Redevelopment and Tax Abatement Act through September 
1, 2019. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 829 
Hochberg 
Commissioner of education jurisdiction 
 
Specifies that an individual with a complaint arising from a law that is referenced, but not 
codified, in Titles 1 and 2 of the Education Code is not required to first present the claim 
to the commissioner before pursuing a judicial remedy, although the individual could 
choose to appeal to the commissioner in such a case.  The bill continues the 
commissioner’s jurisdiction over laws such as the Open Meetings Act. Requires the 
commissioner to issue a decision within 180 days of receiving the appeal. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 987 
Creighton 
Competitive procurement 
 
Provides that all district contracts, except those for produce or vehicle fuel valued at 
$50,000 or more in the aggregate for each 12-month period, must be made by 
competitive bidding; competitive sealed proposals; request for proposal (other than 
construction); an interlocal agreement; a design/build contract; a construct to construct, 
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rehabilitate, alter, or repair facilities; the reserve auction procedure; or the formation of a 
political subdivision. 
 
Allows districts to receive bids or proposals through electronic transmission if the board 
adopts rules to ensure the identification, security, and confidentiality of the bids or 
proposals remain effectively unopened until the proper time. 
 
Authorizes the award of reasonable attorney’s fees that are equitable and just in breach 
of contract suits brought against a district if the district loses. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 1020 
Deshotel 
Firearms in school-sponsored programs 
 
Prohibits the expulsion of a student solely on the basis of the student’s use, exhibition, or 
possession of a firearm that occurs at an approved target range facility that is not 
located on a school campus and while participating in or preparing for a school-
sponsored shooting sports competition or a shooting sports educational activity that is 
sponsored or supported by the Parks and Wildlife Department or a shooting sports 
sanctioning organization working with the department.  Prohibits a student from bringing 
a firearm on school property to participate in or prepare for a school-sponsored shooting 
sports competition. Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 1038 
Paxton 
Market value of a homestead for tax purposes 
 
Prohibits a chief appraiser in determining the market value of a homestead from 
excluding from consideration the values of other residential property in the 
neighborhood that sold at foreclosure within the three previous years or that declined in 
value due to a declining economy. 
 
Earliest effective date: January 1, 2010. 
 
HB 1041 
Parker 
School district sexual abuse policy 
 
Requires each school district to adopt and implement a policy addressing sexual abuse 
of children to be included in the district improvement plan and any informational 
handbook provided to students and parents.  
 
Establishes a task force of nine members to develop a strategy for reducing child abuse 
and neglect and improving child welfare. Five members are appointed by the governor, 
two by the lieutenant governor, and two by the speaker of the house.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 



Texas Association of School Administrators 8 

HB 1191 
Flores 
Teacher Retirement System 
 
Provides a 90-day window after the date of retirement for a retiree to select any 
coverage provided under TRS-Care. Permits enrollment during any other open enrollment 
periods established by TRS rules. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 1257 
Legler 
Tax on business property in a disaster area 
 
Requires the continuation of a homestead exemption when a residence is under repair 
following an event that rendered the residence uninhabitable or unusable. Requires the 
owner of the property to begin repairs within one year, and the exemption is limited to 
two years. Provides that the exemption is not available if the owner obtains a homestead 
exemption on another residence. 
 
If the owner sells the property prior to completion of a replacement residence, the owner 
must pay property taxes and interest as if the homestead exemption were not applied 
during the years that the construction of the replacement residence occurred.   
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1259 
Kolkhorst 
Legal counsel for Teacher Retirement System 
 
Prohibits TRS from hiring outside legal counsel to provide legal services to the retirement 
system except in certain circumstances, regardless of the source of funds used to pay for 
the outside counsel. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 1297  
Hochberg 
Flexible school day programs 
 
Adds a third provision to current law that allows a district to apply to the commissioner to 
provide a flexible school day program for students who will lose credit for one or more 
classes due to failure to meet attendance requirements.  
 
Allows students enrolled in a flexible school day program for attendance reasons to enroll 
in a course during the school year, or during the summer to the extent necessary, to 
recapture the credit lost due to failure to meet attendance requirements. 
 
Deletes the current specification that the flexible school day program is for students in 
grades nine through twelve; and, does not include a specific grade range.  
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Authorizes the commissioner to set maximum funding, or to limit funding to cover only the 
attendance necessary for students to earn class credit that the students would not 
otherwise be able to receive without retaking the class. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1322  
Hochberg 
Students with special health needs 
 
Requires TEA in coordination with the Health and Human Services Commission to 
establish and maintain an Internet website to provide resources for teachers who teach 
students with special health needs. The agency shall include on the website information 
about the treatment and management of chronic illnesses, food allergies that are 
common among students and how to prevent exposure to a specific food, and the 
treatment of a student who has an allergic reaction to a specific food.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1332 
Maldonado 
Student responsibility for textbooks 
 
Provides that an electronic textbook and all technological equipment issued to a 
student must be returned in an acceptable condition or paid for by the student, parent, 
or guardian in order for the student to be eligible to receive free textbooks, electronic 
textbooks, technological equipment, and the student’s records.  
 
Requires the commissioner of education to adopt criteria for determining whether a 
textbook, including an electronic textbook, and technological equipment are returned 
in an acceptable condition. Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 1364 
Eissler 
Group health benefit programs 
 
Requires TRS-Active Care to apply pre-existing condition provisions in the same manner 
that group coverage plans are required to provide under the Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPPA).  
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 1365 
Eissler 
Records of professional staff 
 
Requires districts on request by a teacher, counselor, nurse, librarian, or by a school 
district employing one of those individuals, to provide a copy of the individual’s service 
record to the school district employing the individual not later than the 30th day after (1) 
the date the request is made, or (2) the date of the last day of the individual’s service to 
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the district.  Requires TEA to provide sufficient information necessary to place the 
employee at the appropriate step in the receiving district’s salary scale if a district fails to 
provide the service record as required. 
 
Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1423  
Guillen 
Public junior college charters 
 
Allows the State Board of Education to grant a charter to a public junior college for an 
open-enrollment charter school to operate on the junior college campus or in the same 
county in which the junior college campus is located. 
 
Prevents the State Board of Education from granting a charter under this subsection to a 
public senior college or university unless certain criteria are satisfied in the charter 
application. Provides separate criteria that a public junior college must meet in the 
charter application before the State Board can grant a charter, including the following: 
the educational program must be implemented under the direct supervision of a faculty 
member with substantial experience; the program must be designed to meet specific, 
measurable goals; and the financial operations must be supervised by the business office 
of the junior college. Requires the name of the junior college charter school to include 
the name of the public junior college as applicable. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1425 
Lewis 
Population required for alternative education 
 
Provides that a county with a population greater than 125,000 is considered to be a 
county with a population of 125,000 or less if the county had a population of 125,000 or 
less according to the 2000 federal census and the juvenile board of the county enters 
into, with the approval of the Texas Juvenile Probation Commission, a memorandum of 
understanding with each school district within the county that outlines the responsibilities 
of the board and school districts in minimizing the number of students expelled without 
receiving alternative education services. Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 1470 
Thibaut 
School employee entitlement to leave 
 
Requires that any information handbook provided to employees by a school district in an 
electronic or paper form or made available by posting on the district website must 
include notification of an employee’s right to assault leave.  Any form used by a school 
district through which an employee may request leave must include assault leave as an 
option. 
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Earliest effective date:  Immediately. 
 
HB 1574  
Thompson 
Autism spectrum disorders resource center 
 
Establishes an autism spectrum disorders resource center through the Health and Human 
Services Commission. The center will provide training for people who work with people 
with autism, coordinate with local entities that provide services to an autistic individual, 
collect and distribute research, and provide family support. The Health and Human 
Services Commission will conduct a study regarding the costs and benefits of conducting 
a pilot program for services for autistic adults. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 1622  
Giddings 
Increased access to nutritious foods 
 
Requires the Texas Department of Agriculture to develop and implement by rule a 
“children’s access to nutritious food program” to award grants to nonprofit organizations 
for the purpose of allowing food banks to provide children at risk of hunger or obesity 
with access to nutritious food outside the school day. Outlines eligibility criteria for 
nonprofit organizations, and mandates grant recipients purchase specific foods with 
grant funds. Requires grant recipients to report specific results of the program at regular 
intervals prescribed by the department, and allows the agriculture commissioner to 
adopt rules to implement the grant program. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1720 
Bohac 
False ballot measure information 
 
Provides that an officer or an employee of a political subdivision may not knowingly 
spend or authorize the spending of public funds for political advertising. Prohibits an 
officer or employee of a political subdivision from spending or authorizing the spending 
of public funds for a communication describing a measure if the communication 
contains information that the officer or employee knows is false and is sufficiently 
substantial and important as to be reasonably likely to influence a voter for or against the 
measure. 
 
Establishes an affirmative defense to prosecution or the imposition of a civil penalty if an 
officer or an employee of a political subdivision, other than a port authority or navigation 
district, reasonably relied on a court order or an interpretation of Section 255.003, 
Election Code, in a written opinion issued by a court of record, the attorney general, or 
the commission.  Upon written request by a political subdivision other than a port 
authority or navigation district, the Texas Ethics Commission is required to provide a 
written advisory opinion as to whether a particular communication relating to the 
measure at issue does or does not comply with Section 255.003, Election Code.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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HB 1801 
Bohac 
School supply tax exemption 
 
Defines the terms “backpack” and “school supply” and exempts them from sales taxes 
pursuant to the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 1831 
Corte 
Emergency management 
 
Provides that any document or information collected, developed, or produced during a 
safety and security audit are generally not subject to disclosure under the public 
information act. However, a document relating to a school district’s multihazard 
emergency operations plan is subject to disclosure if the document enables a person to 
verify that a district has established a plan that was reviewed within the last 12 months 
and addresses the four phases of emergency management, district employees have 
been properly trained, each campus has conducted mandatory emergency drills, a 
district has established a plan in response to a train derailment, a district has established 
a visitor policy governing access to a district building or property. 
 
Requires each school district to establish a school safety and security committee in 
accordance with guidelines developed by the Texas School Safety Center.  
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 2003 
McCall 
Online harassment 
 
Provides that a person commits online harassment if the person uses the name or 
persona of another person to create a web page on or to post one or more messages to 
a commercial social networking site (1) without obtaining the other person’s consent; 
and (2) with the intent to harm, defraud, intimidate, or threaten any person.  Additionally, 
a person commits an offense if the person sends an electronic mail, instant message, text 
message, or similar communication that references a name, domain address, phone 
number, or other item of identifying information belonging to any person without 
obtaining the other person’s consent, with the intent to cause a recipient of the 
communication to reasonably believe that the other person authorized or transmitted 
the communication, and with the intent to harm or defraud any person. Provides 
defenses to prosecution to employees of certain entities. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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HB 2004 
McCall 
Personal information computer security 
 
Expands the definition of “sensitive personal information” to include information that 
identifies an individual and relates to (1) the physical or mental health or condition of the 
individual, (2) the provision of health care to the individual, or (3) payment for the 
provision of health care to the individual. Expands the definition of “breach of system 
security” to include data that is encrypted if the person accessing the data has the key 
required to decrypt the data. 
 
Requires a state agency or a local government that experiences a security breach to 
comply with the notice requirements in the Business and Commerce Code to the same 
extent as a person who conducts business in this state. 
 
Provides that health information maintained by a governmental entity is not public 
information. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2263 
Eissler 
High school innovation grant initiative 
 
Extends the high school innovation grant initiative to middle and junior high schools.   
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 2480 
Hochberg 
Joint high school and junior college credit 
 
Allows districts to enter into agreements with any public junior college regarding courses 
for joint high school and junior college credit regardless of the service area of the junior 
college only if the other junior college district is unable to provide the requested course 
to the satisfaction of the school district. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 2488 
Hochberg 
Open-source textbooks 
 
Requires the SBOE to adopt open-source textbooks for secondary level courses 
submitted by an eligible institution of higher education that is a research university or 
emerging research universities or private universities in Texas on a conforming or 
nonconforming list if the textbooks meet certain requirements.   Requirements include the 
textbooks be written, compiled, or edited primarily by faculty who specialize in the 
subject area of the textbook, that contributing authors be identified, and noting the 
extent to which the TEKS are covered in the textbook.   
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Allows the SBOE to execute a contract for the printing of an open-source textbook listed 
on the conforming or non-conforming list.   
 
Provides that the commissioner may purchase open-source textbooks and must issue a 
request for proposals for such purchases.  If districts select an open-source textbook, they 
are entitled to 50% of the difference between the maximum cost for a traditional 
textbook and the cost of the open-source textbook.  
 
Clarifies that these textbooks are the property of the state.  Requires the commissioner to 
provide a license to each public school to use and reproduce the open-source 
textbook.  Provides that the commissioner must develop a schedule for adopting these 
textbooks. 
 
Requires school districts that select open-source textbooks to requisition a sufficient 
number of printed copies for use by students unable to access the book electronically.  
Allows the commissioner to establish a list of equipment or devices that a district may 
purchase using textbook credits or textbook credits in combination with other available 
funds to provide electronic access to open-source textbooks.   
 
Requires school districts to annually certify to the SBOE and the commissioner that, for 
each subject in the required curriculum and each grade level, the district provides each 
student with textbooks, or instructional materials that cover all elements of the essential 
knowledge and skills for that subject and grade level.  Note:  This program was added 
with the intent of modifying a similar requirement, applicable to the foundation 
curriculum, in HB 4294. HCR 284 clarified that this section does not require school districts 
to provide any textbooks, or other instructional materials in addition to those required 
under current law. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 2512 
Aycock 
Recording of a meeting 
 
Requires a school district grievance policy to permit an employee who reports a 
grievance to make an audio recording, at his own expense, of any meeting or 
proceeding at which the substance of a grievance that complies with the policy is 
investigated or discussed.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2542 
Eissler 
Excused absence for visiting colleges 
 
Allows a school district to excuse a high school junior or senior from attending school to 
visit an institution of higher education, provided that the district may not excuse for this 
purpose more than two days during the student’s junior year and two days during the 
student’s senior year and the district adopts a policy to determine when an absence will 
be excused and a procedure to verify the student’s visit at the institution of higher 
education. 
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Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2549 
Davis 
County education auditing 
 
Provides that in a county with a population of 3 million or more the county auditor may 
audit all books, accounts, reports, vouchers, and other records relating to the financial 
aspects of any contractual relationship between the county and the county department 
of education. Results of the audit are public. Requires the county department of 
education to periodically have prepared by an independent auditor an audit of all 
books, accounts, reports, vouchers, and other records relating to funds handled by the 
county department of education. A copy of the audit shall be delivered to the 
commissioner’s court of a county. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2703 
Olivo 
Student retained at parent's request 
 
Clarifies that a prekindergarten or kindergarten student is not to be considered as at risk 
of dropping out of school, if the student did not advance to the next grade level at the 
request of the student’s parent.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2730 
Kolkhorst 
Department of Public Safety and Security Board 
 
Provides that criminal history record information, including any identification information 
that could reveal the identity of a person about whom criminal history record information 
is requested and information that directly indicates or implies involvement of a person in 
the criminal justice system, is for the exclusive use of the authorized representative and 
may be disclosed in limited circumstances. 
 
Clarifies that the term “criminal history record” does not refer to any specific document 
produced to comply with the Government Code but to the information contained, 
wholly or partly, in a document’s original form or any subsequent form or use.  
 
Prohibits an agency or individual from confirming the existence or nonexistence of 
criminal history record information to any person that is not eligible to receive the 
information.  
 
Provides that criminal history record information obtained by the State Board for 
Educator Certification may not be released to any person except the person who is the 
subject of the information, TEA, a local or regional educational entity, by court order, 
and it is not subject to public disclosure under Chapter 552 of the Government Code. 
 
Prohibits public disclosure of any record of the notification of the arrest of an educator 
and any information contained in the notification. 
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Provides that criminal history record information obtained by TEA in the original form or 
any subsequent form may be used only for the purpose authorized by the Education 
Code; may not be released to any person except the person who is the subject of the 
information, State Board for Educator Certification, a local or regional educational entity, 
by court order; and is not subject to public disclosure under Chapter 552 of the 
Government Code and shall be destroyed by the agency after the information is used 
for the authorized purposes. 
 
Provides that criminal history record information obtained by a school district, charter 
school, private school, service center commercial transportation company, or shared 
services arrangement in the original form or any subsequent form may be used only for 
the purpose authorized by the Education Code; may not be released to any person 
except the person who is the subject of the information, the Texas Education Agency, 
State Board for Educator Certification, the chief personnel officer of the transportation 
company, by court order; and is not subject to public disclosure under Chapter 552 of 
the Government Code and shall be destroyed by the school district, charter school, 
private school, service center commercial transportation company, or shared services 
arrangement on the earlier of the first anniversary of the date the information was 
originally obtained or the date the information is used for the authorized purpose. 
 
Provides that an employee of a school district, charter school, private school, regional 
education service center, commercial transportation company, or education shared 
services arrangement or an entity that contracts to provide services to a school district, 
charter school, or shared services arrangement may request from an employer a copy of 
any criminal history record information relating to that employee that the employer has 
obtained. Allows an employer to charge a fee for a copy of the criminal history record 
information. 
 
Provides that information collected about a person, including the person’s name, 
address, phone number, social security number, driver’s license number, other 
identification number, and fingerprint records, may not be released except to comply 
with a subchapter in the Education Code, by court order, with the consent of the person 
who is the subject of the information, and is not subject to disclosure as provided by 
Chapter 552 of the Government Code and shall be destroyed by the requestor or any 
subsequent holder of the information not later than the first anniversary of the date the 
information is received.  
 
Provides that criminal history record information is confidential in accordance with the 
new amendments to the Government Code. 
 
Provides that the bureau of identification and records shall record data and maintain a 
state database for a computerized criminal history record system and computerized 
juvenile justice information system that serves as the record creation point for criminal 
history record information and juvenile justice information maintained by the state and as 
the control terminal for the entry of records, in accordance with federal law and 
regulations, federal executive orders, and federal policy, into the federal database 
maintained by the FBI. 
 
Makes conforming changes to various parts of the Government Code to clarify that 
criminal history record information may be released with the consent of the person who is 
the subject of the criminal history information. 
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Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 2763 
Kuempel 
Industrialized housing and buildings 
 
Repeals a section of the Education Code (TEC 46.008(b)) regarding the inspection of 
portable buildings and moves that language to the Occupations Code (TOC 1202.004). 
Requires portable educational buildings purchased or leased on or after January 1, 2010 
to comply with state laws governing industrialized buildings.  
 
Earliest effective date:  September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 2893 
Hochberg 
Technology demonstration sites project 
 
Converts the existing Technology Immersion Pilot project, which is set to expire August 31, 
2011, into the Technology Demonstration Sites Project (TDSP), which will expire in August 
of 2013.  Requires TEA to select at least five districts, with at least one TDSP, to include 
students in grades 6–12.  Demonstration sites must be based on their technology 
readiness. 
 
Creates a computer lending pilot program, which will provide computers to participating 
public schools that make computers available for use by students and parents. (Same as 
provision in HB 4294 and SB 2178) 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 2941 
Paxton 
Confidential information 
 
Allows a school district or a school district's agent to request and obtain information, 
including confidential information, from the comptroller or the appraisal district of any 
information obtained by the comptroller or the appraisal district that relates to the 
appraisal of property that is being protested. The bill stipulates that all confidential 
information remains confidential in the possession of the school district or its agent, and 
may not be disclosed to an unauthorized person. The information could, however, be 
disclosed to an employee or agent of a taxing unit with oversight of an appraisal district 
or to an agent or employee of a school district who is preparing a protest of the 
comptroller's property value study. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
HB 3041 
Farias 
School reporting requirement schedule 
 
Requires TEA, to the extent practicable, to create and maintain a schedule of school 
district reporting requirements, including requirements by different agencies. The 
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schedule would specify the dates by which districts need to comply. State agencies 
would be required to provide information to TEA regarding any reporting requirement 
they impose upon school districts. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 3076  
Deshotel 
Parenting and paternity awareness program 
 
Allows a district to use the parenting and paternity awareness program currently required 
in a district’s high school health curriculum to be used in the district’s middle or junior high 
school curriculum.  Permits district discretion in allowing a teacher to modify the 
suggested sequence and pace of the program at any grade level. Adds a requirement 
that a middle or junior high school that does not have a family violence prevention 
program address skills relating to the prevention of family violence in the program. 
Permits a district to develop or adopt research-based programs and curriculum materials 
that may provide instruction in: child development; parent skills; and, assertiveness skills to 
prevent teenage pregnancy, abusive relationships, and family violence. Requires TEA to 
evaluate programs and curriculum materials developed and distribute the information to 
other districts. Prevents a student under 14 years of age from participating in a program 
without the permission of the student’s parent or person standing in parental relation to 
the student. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 3347 
Truitt 
Teacher retirement plan 
 
Updates state law governing the TRS retirement plan to maintain compliance with 
federal tax code requirements for qualified plans.  Makes changes to state law 
governing the definition of salary and wages in the TRS plan to include "differential pay" 
for active duty military under the federal "Heroes Act" (Heroes Earnings Assistance and 
Relief Tax Act of 2008).  Conforms state law to federal law for members who die while 
performing active military duty and their survivors. The bill also allows a nonspouse 
beneficiary to roll over an eligible distribution to an IRA; thereby electing to continue the 
deferral of taxes on those funds as permitted under the federal Pension Protection Act of 
2006 and the Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act of 2008.  
 
Updates TRS state rollover provisions to be consistent with federal rollover provisions.  
Permits the withholding of health insurance premiums for eligible retired public safety 
officers participating in the University of Texas and Texas A&M University retiree health 
programs from their Teacher Retirement System (TRS) retirement annuities.  
 
Allows the TRS Board of Trustees to make a one-time payment to qualified retired public 
school employees in an amount equivalent to the annuitant's monthly benefit, not to 
exceed $500. The one-time payment is payable only if General Revenue funds are 
appropriated and can’t be paid from pension trust funds.  Additionally, an Attorney 
General’s Opinion is pending regarding the legality of the supplemental payment. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
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HB 3480 
Truitt 
Public employee annuities and investments 
 
Amends current law to expand the types of companies offering 403(b) retirement plans 
that TRS certifies.  Requires the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI), Department of 
Banking (DOB), and State Securities Board (SSB) to investigate complaints received by 
TRS and to cooperate and provide quarterly reports to TRS of companies who violate 
certification requirements.  The bill also requires TDI, DOB, and SSB to report any violations 
of this law to the office of the attorney general (OAG).  If the DOB receives a complaint 
from TRS, they must refer the complaint to the appropriate federal regulatory agency 
and notify the OAG of the referral. 
 
Prohibits a person, other than an employee of an educational institution, or an affiliate, 
to enter into or renew a contract for the administration of a Section 403(b) retirement 
plan unless the person holds a license from TDI, is registered with the SSB, or is a financial 
institution that is authorized by state or federal law to exercise fiduciary powers and that 
has its main office, branch office, or a trust office in Texas.   
 
Prohibits persons from holding a meeting at which qualified investment products 403(b) 
will be marketed to employees, prior to the person providing representatives of other 
companies certified to the TRS an opportunity to attend and market their products at the 
same meeting. 
 
Sets forth penalties for persons found in violation of the law.  Provides that this change in 
law applies only to a contract to administer a 403(b) plan offered by a school district that 
is entered into or renewed on or after the effective date of this act.   
 
Earliest effective date:  September 1, 2009. 
 
HB 3611 
Otto 
Appraisal review board consolidation 
 
Allows the boards of directors of two or more adjoining appraisal districts to operate a 
consolidated appraisal review board through interlocal agreement. Applies only to an 
ad valorem tax year that begins on or after the effective date of this act. 
 
Earliest effective date: January 1, 2010. 
 
HB 3613 
Otto 
Residence market value 
 
Requires the market value of a residence homestead to be determined solely on the 
basis of the property's value as a residence homestead, contingent on the passage of a 
constitutional amendment even if that use by the owner is not considered to be the 
highest and best use of the property. Additionally, the residence homestead of a 
disabled veteran, who receives 100 percent disability compensation from the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs due to a service-connected disability, is exempted from 
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ad valorem taxes on the total appraised value. Applies only to an ad valorem tax year 
that begins on or after the effective date of this act. 
 
Earliest effective date: January 1, 2010. 
 
HB 3643  
Aycock 
Prekindergarten classes 
 
Expands language relating to public school prekindergarten programs that districts must 
offer to eligible students by adding stepchild to the definition of “child” and stepparent 
to the definition of “parent.”  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 3646 
Hochberg 
Public school finance 
 
For full summary see page 60 
 
HB 3851 
Eiland 
Authority to suspend deadlines 
 
Permits the governor, on request of a political subdivision, to waive or suspend deadlines 
imposed by statute or by rules of a state agency on a political subdivision, including a 
deadline related to a budget or property tax, if the waiver or suspension is reasonably 
necessary to cope with a disaster. 
 
Permits the suspension of a deadline imposed by local law on a political subdivision, 
including a deadline related to a budget or property tax, if the territory of the political 
subdivision (including a school district) is wholly or partly located in an area declared a 
disaster by the governor or the president of the United States and the presiding officer of 
the political subdivision proclaims the inability of the subdivision to comply with such 
requirements because of the disaster. Provides that suspensions of locally imposed 
deadlines could not exceed 30 days from the proclamation by the presiding officer of 
the political subdivision. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 3918 
Darby 
Testing liquefied petroleum gas systems 
 
Requires school districts to perform leakage tests for leakage of a liquefied petroleum 
piping system in each school district facility at least every two years.  These tests must be 
conducted at the beginning of the school year.  Current law requires pressure tests, and 
this bill would eliminate that requirement and replace it with the leakage tests. 
 
Provides that these tests must be conducted in accordance with the rules established by 
the Texas Railroad Commission.  Requires districts to retain documentation specifying the 
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date and the result of each leakage test or other inspection for at least five years, which 
would be subject to review by the Texas Railroad Commission.   
 
Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 4102 
Eiland 
Disaster contingency fund 
 
Makes special provisions for school districts located in a declared disaster area that have 
incurred disaster remediation costs. For the two-year period following the disaster 
declaration, chapter 42 districts may receive reimbursement of disaster remediation costs 
that the district pays during that period and does not anticipate recovering through 
insurance proceeds, federal disaster relief payments, or another similar source of 
reimbursement.  Provides that reimbursement payments would be only for those costs 
paid by the district after September 1, 2008. 
 
Provides that, for the two-year period following the date of the governor’s initial 
declaration, the amount of attendance credits purchased will be reduced by the 
amount of any remediation costs paid by the district during that period for which the 
district does not anticipate reimbursement from insurance proceeds, federal disaster 
relief, or other sources.  For the purposes of reducing recapture costs in 2009–10, disaster 
remediation costs paid by the district after September 1, 2008, would be included.   
 
Requires districts to provide acceptable documentation of disaster remediation 
expenditures paid by the district.  
 
Requires the commissioner to adjust the ADA of a school district located within a 
declared disaster area, if the district experienced a decline in ADA that was reasonably 
attributable to the disaster. The adjustment would have to be sufficient to provide 
funding comparable to what the district would have received if the decline in ADA had 
not occurred.  The adjustment would be made for the two-year period following the 
date of the disaster declaration. 
 
Requires the commissioner to adjust the taxable value of property of a school district 
located within the declared disaster area as soon as possible, as necessary to ensure the 
district receives funding as soon as possible based on the property values affected by 
the disaster. 
 
Authorizes a local school board to delegate the authority to contract for replacement, 
construction, or repair of school equipment or facilities, if emergency replacement, 
construction, or repair were necessary for the health and safety of district students and 
staff. 
 
Allows a local governmental entity that participates in disaster preparation or disaster 
recovery to request and receive funding from the disaster contingency fund to pay for 
costs incurred by the entity. If a local entity receives reimbursement from the federal 
government, then the entity must reimburse the disaster contingency fund by the 
amount received from the federal government.   
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Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 4152 
Rose 
Educator certification 
 
Authorizes SBOE to issue a teaching certificate for one year to certain applicants who 
hold a certificate from another state or country in math, science, special education, 
bilingual education, or another subject area the commissioner of education determines 
to be a shortage area.  Requires the educator holding this type of certificate to perform 
satisfactorily on the applicable exam within one year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
HB 4294 
Branch 
Textbooks, electronic textbooks, instructional material, and technology 
 
Authorizes the commissioner of education to adopt a list of electronic textbooks and 
instructional material that conveys information to the student or otherwise contributes to 
the learning process. Establishes provisions for school districts to select an electronic 
textbook or instructional material on the list, in lieu of accepting their full entitlement of 
SBOE-adopted textbooks, to be funded by the state textbook fund.  Requires the 
commissioner to establish a panel of recognized experts in the subject area and in 
educational technology to review and make recommendations regarding items under 
consideration and must provide an opportunity for the State Board of Education to 
comment on any electronic textbook or instructional material before it is placed on the 
list.  Legislative intent established during floor debate upon final adoption of the bill is that 
this process shall be in place in concert with Proclamation 2010.   
 
Requires each school district and open-enrollment charter school to purchase a 
classroom set of textbooks adopted by the SBOE for each subject in the foundation and 
enrichment curriculum.  Also, they must annually certify to the SBOE and the 
commissioner that, for each subject in the foundation curriculum and each grade level, 
the district provides each student with textbooks, electronic textbooks, or instructional 
materials that cover all elements of the essential knowledge and skills adopted by the 
SBOE for that subject and grade level. Note: HB 2488 was later used as a vehicle to 
amend this provision, extending this requirement to the “required” curriculum, including 
the “enrichment” curriculum; however, upon final adoption of HB 2488, the following 
corrective language was added by HCR 284:  “This section does not require a school 
district or open-enrollment charter school to provide any textbooks, electronic textbooks, 
or other instructional materials in addition to those required under this chapter.”    
 
Clarifies, through other provisions of HB 4294, that the state textbook fund may be used to 
purchase technological equipment necessary to support the use of electronic textbooks 
or instructional material included on the list adopted by the commissioner or any 
textbook or material approved by the SBOE; criteria and procedures are established for 
the placement, removal, or updating of items on the commissioner’s list; provisions are 
included to define the duties of publishers and manufacturers and reasonable 
administrative penalties; textbook credits established in prior legislation are recognized; 
and a computer lending program (also in HB 2893 and SB 2178) is established.   
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HB 4435 
Allen 
School leadership pilot program 
 
Changes the requirement for participation in the school leadership pilot program/TxPEP 
to apply only to a principal who was employed as a principal at a campus that was 
rated academically unacceptable during the previous school year.  Clarifies that 
substantially similar language is contained in HB 3, and in the event of a conflict, the 
language in HB 3 prevails. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
 
EDUCATION-RELATED SENATE BILLS PASSED 
 
SB 1 
Ogden 
General Appropriations Act 
 
Appropriated  $49.16 billion to TEA for public education for the next biennium.  
Highlights from the measure are below. 
 
Foundation School Program – Operations and Facilities Funding 
Increased Funding for public education (Rider 85) = $1.866 billion 
Sets the Basic Allotment at $3,737 in 2010 and $3,874 in 2011  
Sets the Guaranteed Yield at $43.46 in 2010 and $45.04 in 2011 
Sets the Enrichment Tier Guaranteed Yield at $59.02 in 2010 and $59.97 in 2011 
Increased Existing Debt Allotment Program = $68.9 million 
Increased Instructional Facilities Allotment = $75 million (second year of the biennium) 
Science Labs Grant Program = $60 million 
 
Prekindergarten Grant Programs 
Prekindergarten Early Start Grant Program = $208.6 million ($25 million set aside for 
Enhanced Quality Full-day Prekindergarten) 
 
Incentive Pay & Teacher Mentor Program 
D.A.T.E  Incentive Pay Program = $395.6 million 
Teacher Mentor Program = $30 million 
 
Instructional Materials & Technology Allotment 
Continuing Contracts = $347.5 million 
Proclamation 2010* = $465.3 million 
Technology Allotment = $270.9 million ($30 per student) 
Braille and Large Type Textbooks = $13.5 million 
* Proclamation 2010 includes English Language Arts, English and Spanish Reading 
textbooks for all grades, and English as a Second Language material for high school 
grades.  
 
Other Funding 
Student Success Initiative = $304 million 
Virtual School Network = $20.3 million 
Rural School Technology = $7.95 million 
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Steroid Testing = $2 million for fiscal year 2010 (no appropriation made for 2011) 
School Bus Seat Belt Program = $10 million 
 
Riders of Interest 
Rider 85 – Provides that $1.866 billion is contingent on the passage and enactment of 
legislation by the Eighty-first Legislature, that returns the school finance system to a 
formula-driven system that improves equity, reduces recapture, and provides an 
increase for educator salaries. 
 
Rider 95 – Clarifies that it is the intent of the Legislature that none of the funds 
appropriated in Article III may be spent to pay for a public education voucher program 
or a public education pilot voucher program if the program uses federal or state tax 
dollars to pay for tuition for children in grades 1 through 12 to attend private school.  
Provides that this rider does not prohibit (1) payments for services to a private or nonprofit 
entity so long as the students who receive the services remain enrolled in public school; 
(2) payments including tuition, for students with disabilities that are placed in a private 
school or residential facility by a local admission, review, and dismissal committee as 
required by federal law; or (3) payments for other programs specifically authorized by 
federal law. 
 
Earliest effective date:  Immediately. 
 
SB 43 
Zaffirini 
Students who have been in foster care 
 
Exempts foster children from paying college tuition, including tuition for a dual credit 
course, until the student's 25th birthday. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 78 
Nelson 
Purchase of health coverage 
 
Creates the Texlink to the Health Coverage program that is charged with educating the 
public about the importance and value of health coverage.  Provides that the Texas 
Department of Insurance may coordinate with TEA to develop educational materials 
and curriculum to be used in high school classes that educate students about the 
importance and value of health coverage, comparing health benefit plans, and 
understanding the basic provisions contained in health benefit plans.   
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 90 
Van de Putte 
Interstate compact on military children 
 
Amends the Education Code to incorporate the "Interstate Compact on Educational 
Opportunity for Military Children." Establishes the Texas State Council on Educational 
Opportunity for Military Children and requires schools to minimize barriers to educational 
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opportunity due to possible frequent and interstate moves by military families due to 
transfers or deployments. 
 
Provides that it applies to children of active duty members of the military, including the 
National Guard and Reserves. Requirements include: (1) schools must, if official records 
are unavailable, accept "hand-carried" or unofficial records for purposes of enrollment 
and placement; (2) the sending school has, upon notice, 10 days to send official records 
and transcripts for the student; (3) the student is allotted no more than 30 days to 
complete immunizations required by the receiving state, or no more than 30 days to start 
a series of immunizations, if such is required; (4) kindergarten and 1st grade students who 
move into the state must be allowed to remain in their appropriate grade, regardless of 
age, and students who have completed a grade successfully in another state must be 
allowed to enroll in the next grade, regardless of age; (5) schools must honor the 
programming initiated in another state and provide like programming (Gifted and 
Talented, Bilingual, ESL, Honors/Advanced Placement/International Baccalaureate), and 
may later conduct evaluations to ensure appropriate placement and continued 
enrollment; (6) schools must honor individual education plans and accommodation 
plans under IDEA and 504 and provide comparable services, and may later conduct 
evaluations to ensure appropriate placement and continued enrollment. 
 
Provides the local education agency flexibility to waive course and program 
prerequisites where necessary to appropriately place a student under this legislation.  
Allows the superintendent to grant additional excused absences for the purposes of 
allowing a student to visit with his or her parent relative to leave or deployment for active 
duty. 
 
Prohibits districts from charging tuition in the event that a child must be placed with a 
non-custodial parent or guardian as a result of military transition.  Entitles a child to 
continue attending the same school in which he/she was enrolled while living with the 
custodial parent in the event that the child, due to military transition, must be placed in 
the care of a non-custodial parent or guardian. 
 
Allows local education agencies to waive specific courses required for graduation if 
similar coursework has been satisfactorily completed in another district. If a waiver is not 
granted, the bill requires schools to provide alternate means of acquiring required 
coursework so that the student may graduate on time. Allows districts to accept exit 
exam scores from the sending state, national norm-referenced achievement test scores, 
or alternative testing, in lieu of testing requirements for graduation in the receiving state. 
For students who transfer during their senior year, and no alternative has enabled the 
student to graduate from the receiving school on time, the receiving school and sending 
school are authorized to work together to ensure the student receives a diploma from 
the sending state if graduation requirements in the sending state have been met. 
 
Requires, for the purposes of facilitating on-time graduation for children of military 
families, that the commissioner of education adopt passing standards on one or more 
national norm-referenced achievement tests, with each passing standard to be set at a 
level equitable with the testing requirements (TAKS, End-of-Course exams) for all students 
in the state of Texas and consistent with college readiness standards. Provides that the 
option of using norm-referenced tests in lieu of state required assessments is available 
only to a student who enrolls in a Texas public school for the first time after completing 
the ninth grade or who re-enrolls in a Texas public school at or above the 10th grade 
after at least a two-year absence from enrollment in a Texas public school. Further, the 
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bill requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to monitor the 
postsecondary educational performance of students who graduate through this 
alternative, norm-referenced test route. 
 
Designates the TEA to serve the function of a state council as authorized in the compact 
to provide for coordination of program duties and functions. The bill directs TEA to pursue 
reciprocity agreements with states that are not parties to the Interstate Compact on 
Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 161 
Ellis 
Safe Routes to School Program 
 
Allows a portion of a specialty license plate fee to be used by TEA to support the Safe 
Routes to School Program of a designated statewide nonprofit organization whose 
primary purpose is to promote bicyclist safety, education, and access through education 
and awareness programs and training, workshops, educational materials, and media 
events. Allows TEA to use funds received to secure funds available under federal 
matching programs for safe routes to school and obesity prevention. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 174 
Shapiro 
Higher education performance reports 
 
Allows SBEC to adopt a fee to cover the costs associated with approving or renewing 
approval of an educator preparation program and adding certificates or field 
certificates to the scope of a program. Requires SBEC to set standards governing the 
approval and accountability of these programs based on information that includes, 
achievement, including achievement of students taught by beginning teachers in the 
first three years following certification, and compliance with board requirements 
regarding ongoing support to teachers during their first year in the classroom.  Requires 
SBEC to assign educator preparation programs an accreditation status and allows TEA to 
intervene and impose sanctions if necessary.   
 
Requires THECB to develop and maintain online resumes for all institutions of higher 
education.  Provides that these resumes must be posted on the board’s Internet web site 
not later than February 1, 2010. 
 
Earliest effective date:  Immediately. 
 
SB 175 
Shapiro 
Academic teaching institutions (Top Ten Percent) 
 
Allows The University of Texas at Austin to impose a 75% cap on first-time resident 
undergraduates admitted under the Top Ten Percent law beginning with the 2011–12 
academic year.  Prohibits The University of Texas at Austin from imposing the 75% cap 
after the 2015–16 academic year. Prohibits The University of Texas at Austin from imposing 
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the 75% cap on first-time resident undergraduate admissions if it loses a pending lawsuit 
(Fisher v. The University of Texas, et al.) or any other lawsuit, which challenges the legality 
of the institution’s use of race in its undergraduate admissions process. (“Hook’em!” 
Amendment)   
 
Prohibits The University of Texas at Austin from considering legacy status in determining 
undergraduate admissions.  Prohibits The University of Texas at Austin from referencing 
the Top Ten Percent law as a basis for denial in any communication sent to an applicant 
who was denied admission.  
 
Establishes a scholarship program for Top Ten Percent students that can be used at all 
general academic teaching institutions, except at The University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Requires first-time resident undergraduate students admitted during the 2011–12 
academic year to take at least 6 semester credit hours during evening hours or other 
low-demand hours. 
 
Limits the admission of out-of-state first-time undergraduate students to 10 percent of the 
institution’s enrollment capacity.  Allows a student who attends a public junior college to 
transfer to a general academic institution that had previously offered the student 
admission under the Top Ten Percent law if the student completed the core curriculum at 
the public junior college and maintained a 2.5 grade point average. 
 
Requires a school district to provide written notification of a student’s eligibility under the 
Top Ten Percent law. Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to 
implement a program to increase and enhance the outreach efforts of general 
academic teaching institutions to academically high-performing high school seniors. 
 
Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to publish an annual report on 
the impact of the 75% cap on “Closing the Gaps,” the state’s master plan for higher 
education.  Requires The University of Texas at Austin to provide an annual report to the 
governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house on the university’s progress in 
achieving geographic diversity, counseling and outreach efforts, recruitment efforts, etc. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 282  
Nelson 
Nutrition education for children 
 
Allows the Texas Department of Agriculture to develop an outreach program to promote 
better health and nutrition programs and prevent obesity among children in this state. 
The department may solicit gifts, grants, donations, and adopt rules to administer the 
outreach program. 
 
Requires the department to develop a program that awards grants to public school 
campuses for best practices in nutrition education. The department may solicit gifts, 
grants, donations, and adopt rules to administer the best practices grant program. 
 
Requires the department to develop a program for nutrition education that awards 
grants to programs such as Head Start, and other entities that meet specific criteria. The 
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department may solicit gifts, grants, donations, and adopt rules to administer the nutrition 
education grant program. 
 
Clarifies that this Act does not make an appropriation. It is the intent of the legislature 
that not more than $4 million be appropriated for the implementation of this Act for the 
state fiscal biennium beginning September 1, 2009. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 283 
Nelson 
Local school health councils 
 
Requires school boards to appoint at least five members to the local school health 
advisory council (SHAC) who are parents of students enrolled in the district and who are 
not employed by the district.  One of those appointed members must serve as chair or 
co-chair.   
 
Provides that prior to each school year, the council shall provide written notice to a 
parent of each student enrolled in the district of the board’s decision regarding whether 
the district will provide human sexuality instruction.  If instruction will be provided, the 
notice must include a summary of the basic content of the course, and a statement 
regarding the parent’s right to review the curriculum and remove the student without 
subjecting the student to any disciplinary action, academic penalty, or other sanctions.   
 
Provides that the council must meet at least four times a year and submit a report to the 
board regarding recommendations about the district’s health education curriculum.  
Additionally, the council must provide a detailed written report to the board of the 
council’s activities for that year.   
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 300 
Patrick 
School district mandates 
 
Allows the commissioner of education to grant class size waivers yearly in lieu of having 
to grant them each semester.  Requires TEA to report to the legislature the number of 
waiver applications received and granted or denied.   
 
Provides that bus evacuation training is no longer mandatory but permissive.   
 
Requires each school board to establish a long-range energy plan to reduce electrical 
consumption by 5% beginning with the 2008 fiscal year and requires districts to consume 
electricity in subsequent years in accordance with the plan.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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SB 305 
Shapleigh 
Online work-study employment 
 
Requires each institution of higher education to establish and maintain an online list of 
work-study employment opportunities, sorted by department as appropriate, available 
to students on the institution’s campus and ensure that the list is easily accessible to the 
public through a clearly identifiable link that appears in a prominent place on the 
financial aid page of the institution’s Internet website. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 395  
Lucio 
Early childhood health and nutrition 
 
Requires the Department of Agriculture to establish an eight-member Early Childhood 
Health and Nutrition Interagency Council. Outlines criteria for member constituency, the 
department duties in providing staff and resources to the council, council term limits, 
compensation (may not be received), and reimbursement for particular expenses. 
Requires the council to meet in person three times a year, and to conduct conference 
call meetings as necessary. Stakeholders from particular areas related to the council 
duties must be invited to participate in at least two council meetings.  
 
Provides that, along with other duties, the council must review current research and 
develop an early childhood nutrition and physical education plan with a recommended 
timeline for implementation over a six-year time period. Requires the council to submit 
the plan to the legislature and governor not later than November 1, 2010. The 
department may solicit gifts, grants, and donations; and, the commissioner of agriculture 
may adopt rules as necessary. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 407 
Shapiro 
Magistrates for truancy cases 
 
Allows a county judge to appoint one or more part-time magistrates to preside over 
truancy cases.  Current law only allows a county judge to appoint one or more full-time 
magistrates.   
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 451  
Van de Putte 
Staff development requirements in schools 
 
Requires districts to provide training on scientifically based research, as defined by 
Section 9101, NCLB Act of 2001 (20 USC Section 7801), to an educator who works 
primarily outside the area of special education, only if the educator doesn’t possess the 
knowledge and skills necessary to implement the individualized education program (IEP) 
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developed for a student receiving instruction from the educator. Allows the district to 
determine the time and place of the training. 
 
Requires a district to consult with persons with expertise in research-based practices for 
students with disabilities when developing or implementing this specialized training. 
Persons who may be consulted include qualified staff from colleges, universities, private 
and nonprofit organizations, regional education service centers, districts, and any other 
entities identified as qualified by the district. These requirements apply to all training 
under these circumstances, regardless of whether the training is provided at the campus 
or district level. Allows the staff development to include instruction as to what is 
permissible under law, including opinions of the United States Supreme Court regarding 
prayer in public school. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 522  
Averitt 
Personal leave by school employee 
 
Prohibits districts from placing restrictions on an employee’s use of personal leave by 
prescribing the order in which the employee must use state personal leave and any 
additional personal leave provided by the district.  The bill also provides that an 
employee who retains sick leave from the former system (earned prior to 1995) may use 
that sick leave or any accumulated personal leave in any order as long as the use is 
appropriate for the leave. 
 
Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 759  
Williams 
Group-administered achievement tests 
 
Eliminates sections of the Education Code relating to assessment instruments. Prevents 
vendors from being limited to marketing tests with norming data no less than three years 
old. Frees vendors from obligation to report assessment results to districts and TEA by 
campus and district in relation to national averages, and from liability for non-
compliance.  
 
Creates a requirement that norms be updated every eight years (current law requires 
updates every six years), and the eight-year limitation does not apply if only data older 
than eight years is available for an assessment instrument.  Provides relief to districts to 
select and use norm-referenced tests for a longer period of time. Allows the 
commissioner by rule to limit the exception based on the type of assessment involved.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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SB 858  
Seliger 
Driver education courses 
 
Allows a driver education school to teach all or part of the classroom portion of an 
approved driver education course by an alternative method of instruction that does not 
require students to be present in a classroom if the commissioner approves the 
alternative method.  
 
Allows the commissioner to approve the alternative method if it includes testing and 
security measures that are at least as secure as the measures available in the usual 
classroom setting, and the alternative method satisfies any other requirement applicable 
in the usual classroom setting. 
 
Allows the commissioner to establish a fee for an application of approval to offer a driver 
education course by an alternative method of instruction in an amount not to exceed 
the amount sufficient to cover the costs of considering the application. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 873 
Harris 
Electronic filing of home value protest 
 
Requires an appraisal district that had an Internet website on or after January 1, 2008, to 
implement an electronic system through the website that would allow a property owner: 
to file a protest notice, receive and review comparable sales data and other evidence 
that the chief appraiser intends to use at the protest hearing, receive a settlement offer 
or notice that a settlement offer will not be made, and, accept or reject a settlement 
offer made by the district. Provides that email addresses are confidential.  Counties with 
fewer than 250,000 residents are exempted from compliance with this law until January 1, 
2013. 
 
Earliest effective date: January 1, 2011. 
 
SB 891 
Nelson 
Public school physical education curriculum 
 
Requires the State Board of Education to include specific criteria in the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills for Physical Education (P.E.), including (1) an emphasis on lifelong 
physical activity, (2) consistency with national P.E. standards, (3) a requirement that at 
least 50 percent of P.E. class time be used for actual student physical activity at a 
moderate or vigorous level, (4) an element of student choice in activities, (5) both 
competitive and cooperative games, (6) activities that meet the needs of all students at 
all ability and health levels, (7) acknowledgement of possible cultural and gender 
influences on the types of activities that interest students, (8) an emphasis on self-
management and movement skills, (9) an emphasis on fair play and cooperation, (10) 
promotion of student participation in physical activity outside of school, and (11) a 
structure that allows P.E. classes to be enjoyable for all students. 
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Requires a district to establish specific objectives and goals the district intends to 
accomplish through the P.E. curriculum, including student to teacher ratios that are small 
enough to enable the district to ensure student safety in P.E. classes and to carry out the 
purposes and requirements of the P.E. curriculum. If a district establishes a student to 
teacher ratio that is greater than 45 to 1 in a P.E. class, the district must specifically 
identify the manner in which the safety of the students will be maintained. 
 
Adds a requirement that a district must provide a student enrolled in full-day 
prekindergarten with the opportunity to participate in moderate or vigorous physical 
activity for at least 30 minutes a day.  To the extent practicable, a district must also 
require a student enrolled in prekindergarten on less than a full-day basis to participate in 
the same type and amount of physical activity. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 892  
Nelson 
Campus health program 
 
Expands the required components of a campus improvement plan (CIP) for an 
elementary, middle, or junior high school to include goals and objectives for the 
coordinated health program at the campus based on student fitness assessment data, 
student academic performance data, student attendance rates, the percentage of 
students who are educationally disadvantaged, the use and success of any method to 
ensure student participation in state-mandated moderate to vigorous physical activity, 
and any other indicator recommended by the local school health advisory council.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 939 
Watson 
Information regarding students in foster care 
 
Requires TEA to enter into a memorandum of understanding with the Department of 
Family and Protective Services regarding exchange of information as appropriate to 
facilitate the Department of Family and Protective Services’ evaluation of educational 
outcomes of students in foster care.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 1024 
Ogden 
Rollback tax rate 
 
Requires the tax assessor to prepare and mail corrected tax bills if, after tax bills have 
been mailed, a proposition to approve the school district's adopted tax rate is not 
approved at a required rollback election. Requires the assessor to include an 
explanation along with the corrected bill, and would extend the date on which the taxes 
become delinquent by the number of days between the date the first tax bills were sent 
and the date the corrected tax bills were sent. Taxpayers who made a payment based 
on the rejected rate are entitled to a refund equal to the overpayment if applicable. 
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Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 1027  
Watson 
Farm-to-school task force 
 
Establishes a task force to promote a healthy diet for schoolchildren and the business of 
small to mid-sized local farms and ranches. Requires the Interagency Farm-to-School 
Coordination Task Force to develop and implement a plan to facilitate the availability of 
locally grown food products in public schools. Outlines the constituency of the task force 
that includes a representative from the Texas Education Agency and the Department of 
State Health Services. Establishes task force duties, including the design of new, or the 
update of existing, resources for schools on nutrition and food education; expansion of 
food-focused experiential education programs; identification of funding sources and 
grants for schools and districts to recover costs of purchasing locally grown food 
products; development of a database of available locally grown food products for 
school food service agencies; identification or design of marketing training programs for 
farmers or ranchers; advice to districts on methods to improve facilities to allow for use of 
minimally processed, fresh and locally produced foods in school meals; offer of 
advanced training to school food service employees regarding proper methods for 
handling and preparing locally grown foods; and provision of any other activity deemed 
necessary by the task force. Requires the Department of Agriculture to establish the 
Interagency Farm-to-School Coordination Task Force no later than December 1, 2009, 
and the commissioners of the agriculture department and TEA to appoint members of 
the task force no later than February 1, 2010. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 1068 
Wentworth 
Redacting personal information 
 
Authorizes a governmental entity to withhold certain personal information under the 
public information act without requesting a decision from the attorney general.  Allows 
school districts to withhold information that relates to an employee’s or trustee’s home 
address and home telephone number, among other things in certain circumstances. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 1071 
Wentworth 
Public employee pension information disclosure 
 
Provides that information regarding income, salary, benefit, and bonus information 
received by employees and trustees of public employee pension systems are public 
under the Public Information Act, and not subject to any exception or statute that would 
otherwise keep this information confidential.   
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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SB 1107 
Shapiro 
Driver education curriculum 
 
Requires the commissioner of education, in consultation with the Texas Department of  
Public Safety, to require by rule that information relating to the effect of using a wireless 
communication device or engaging in other actions that may distract a driver on the 
safe or effective operation of a motor vehicle be included in the curriculum of each 
driver education course or driving safety course. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 1134 
Duncan 
High school student election clerks 
 
Authorizes certain high school students to work as election clerks and requires a school 
district to excuse a student from attending school to work as an election clerk.  Eligible 
students must have the consent of the principal, be at least 16 years of age, be a U.S. 
citizen, and have completed any training course required by the entity holding the 
election.  An election clerk is entitled to compensation in the same manner as other 
election clerks.   
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 1182 
Wentworth 
Public information law 
 
Provides that, if a governmental entity challenges a public information request, the entity 
must send to the requestor a copy of its comments to the attorney general not later than 
the 15th business day after receiving the request.  Clarifies that a governmental body 
seeking a declaratory judgment must file suit in a Travis County district court against the 
attorney general. Requires the lawsuit to be filed within 10 business days of receiving the 
attorney general's decision in order to maintain an affirmative defense for the public 
information officer. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 1219  
Averitt 
High school health curriculum 
 
Permits a teacher, at a district’s discretion, to modify the suggested sequence and pace 
of the parenting and paternity awareness program developed by the State Board of 
Education in conjunction with the office of the attorney general that is required for use in 
a high school’s health curriculum. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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SB 1290 
Van de Putte 
Teacher mentors 
 
Allows a school to assign a mentor to a classroom teacher who has less than two years of 
teaching experience in the subject or grade level to which the teacher is assigned.  
Provides that to the extent practicable a teacher assigned a mentor must teach in the 
same school. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 1344  
Watson 
School health curriculum 
 
Requires the State Board of Education to adopt Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for 
the high school health curriculum that address the dangers, causes, consequences, 
signs, symptoms, and treatment of binge drinking and alcohol poisoning. Requires TEA to 
compile a list of evidence-based alcohol awareness programs from which a district must 
choose to use in the middle, junior high, and high school health curriculum. The 
evidence-based program must be a program, practice, or strategy proven to effectively 
prevent or delay alcohol use among students, as determined by evaluations that use 
valid and reliable measures and that are published in peer-reviewed journals.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 1522 
Shapleigh 
School district drainage charge exemption 
 
Amends the Local Government Code to exempt a property owned by a school district 
located wholly or partly in a municipality within 50 miles of an international border with a 
population of more than 500,000 from drainage charges and all ordinances, resolutions, 
and rules adopted under provisions relating to municipal drainage utility systems.  
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
 
SB 1629 
Wentworth 
Information request costs 
 
Exempts general circulation newspapers published on the Internet and weekly 
magazines that disseminate news and information to the public from having to submit a 
prepayment when submitting a large public information request. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
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SB 2033 
Nelson 
School district grading policy 
 
Requires a school district to adopt a grading policy, including provisions for the 
assignment of grades on class assignments and examinations, before each school year.  
Provides that a district grading policy (1) must require a classroom teacher to assign a 
grade that reflects the student’s relative mastery of the assignment, (2) may not require a 
classroom teacher to assign a minimum grade for an assignment without regard to the 
student’s quality of work, and (3) may allow a student a reasonable opportunity to make 
up or redo a class assignment or examination for the which the student received a failing 
grade.  Applies beginning with the 2009–10 school year. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately.  
 
SB 2085 
Davis 
Political advertising funds 
 
Provides that an officer of an employee of a political subdivision may not knowingly 
spend or authorize the spending of public funds for political advertising.  Establishes an 
affirmative defense to prosecution or the imposition of a civil penalty if an officer or an 
employee of a political subdivision, other than a port authority or navigation district, 
reasonably relied on a court order or an interpretation of Section 255.003, Election Code, 
in a written opinion issued by a court of record, the attorney general, or the commission. 
 
Requires the Texas Ethics Commission upon written request by a political subdivision other 
than a port authority or navigation district, to provide a written advisory opinion as to 
whether a particular communication relating to the measure at issue does or does not 
comply with Section 255.003, Election Code.  
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
 
SB 2178 
Shapleigh 
School computer lending program 
 
Requires the commissioner of education by rule to establish a computer-lending pilot 
program that will provide state surplus or salvage computers or computers donated or 
purchased for the program to participating public schools for use by students and their 
parents.  Amends the Government Code so that surplus or salvage equipment may be 
donated to this pilot program from a state agency or from a public school or institution of 
higher learning. 
 
To participate in the pilot, a district must serve a population in which 50 percent or more 
of the enrolled students are educationally disadvantaged and must be willing to operate 
a computer-lending program that allows students and parents to work toward ownership 
of a computer.  These programs must operate a minimum of three days per week outside 
of regular school hours (until 7 p.m. or later), and districts would have to provide 
computer training for students and parents. Requires the commissioner of education to 
submit a report to the legislature on an annual basis. 
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Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 

SB 2248  
Zaffirini 
Students placed in foster care 
 
Requires the agency to assist in the transition of students in substitute (foster) care from 
one school to another by ensuring that school records are transferred to a new school no 
later than the 14th day after enrollment; developing systems to ease the first two weeks of 
transition upon enrollment; developing procedures for the award of credit, including 
electives completed previously; promoting practices that facilitate access to 
extracurricular programs, summer programs, credit transfer services, electronic courses, 
and after-school tutoring programs at nominal or no cost; establishing procedures to 
lessen the adverse impact of enrollment in a new school; entering into a memorandum 
of understanding with the Department of Family and Protective Services regarding 
exchange of information; encouraging the provision of assistance with the application of 
admission to postsecondary studies, and search for funding sources; accepting special 
education referrals from a school the student previously attended; and providing other 
assistance as identified by the agency. Allows a student who has been placed in 
substitute care in this state, regardless of whether the student was enrolled in a public 
school in this state in the preceding school year, to be eligible to enroll in the state virtual 
school network. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 2258 
Zaffirini 
Summer programs 
 
Requires the commissioner of higher education to establish a pilot program to award 
grants to participating campuses to provide intensive academic instruction during 
summer recess of a public school. Requires the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board to develop higher education bridge programs in mathematics, science, social 
science, or English language arts to increase student success by reducing the need for 
developmental education and to develop a pilot program to award grants to institutions 
of higher education for intensive programs designed to address the needs of students at 
risk of dropping out of college. Provides grant award guidelines that the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board must consider. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 2262 
Zaffirini 
Teacher preparation academies 
 
Moves a section of the Education Code regarding mathematics, science, and 
technology teacher preparation academies from the section of the Education Code 
dealing with the State Board for Educator Certification (Chapter 21) to the section 
dealing with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (Chapter 61). This portion of 
the Education Code requires the THECB to establish academies at institutions of higher 
education to improve the instructional skills of certified teachers and to train students 
enrolled in teacher preparation programs in the areas of mathematics, science, and 
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technology. Provides that an institution of higher education could not establish such an 
academy unless the institution of higher education has a teacher preparation program 
approved by the State Board for Educator Certification or affiliated with a program 
approved by SBEC. Currently, the institution of higher education may establish such an 
academy if the institution has a teacher preparation program that is affiliated with a 
program approved by THECB. 

Requires teacher participants to have at least two years of experience teaching math, 
science, or technology. Current law requires participants to have a minimum of five 
years’ experience. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 2274 
Raymond 
School district ad valorem taxes 
 
Provides that if a district’s adopted maintenance and operations (M&O) tax rate for the 
prior year was less than its effective M&O rate for that year, then the district’s current-
year rollback tax rate would be calculated as if its prior-year adopted M&O rate was 
equal to its prior-year effective M&O rate.  Currently, the rollback rate is calculated in 
regard to the adopted rate, even if a district makes an effort to adopt a tax rate lower 
than the effective M&O rate. 

Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
 
SB 2505 
Harris 
Children in rodeos 
 
Requires anyone younger than 18 years of age to wear protective equipment (helmet 
and protective vest) when participating in bull riding.  Requires a primary or secondary 
school that sponsors, promotes, or is otherwise associated with a rodeo to conduct a 
mandatory educational program on safety, including proper use of protective gear, 
before the first rodeo each school year.  The educational program may consist of an 
instructional video.  Requires students to complete the program each year in order to 
participate in a school-related rodeo.  Applies beginning with rodeos held on or after 
January 1, 2010. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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EDUCATION-RELATED BILLS VETOED BY GOVERNOR PERRY 
 
HB 130    Patrick Would have required the commissioner to establish a 

program under which grants are awarded to districts to 
implement an enhanced quality full-day prekindergarten 
program for students that meet current eligibility 
requirements. 

 
HB 2656    Miller Would have amended the manner in which the TRS Board 

of Trustees is composed. 
 
 
EDUCATION-RELATED HOUSE BILLS THAT FAILED PASSAGE 
 
HB 151   Coleman  Required districts to notify parents when a full-time school 

nurse was not available at a campus for more than 30 
consecutive instructional days. 

 
HB 467   Paxton  Allowed school boards to adopt a resolution to limit the 

number of terms a trustee may serve. 
 
HB 999   Dutton  Required commissioner approval prior to closing a campus. 
 
HB 1323   Strama  Expanded the definition of bullying to include physical 

conduct and expression through electronic means on or 
off school property.  

 
HB 1839   Howard Required districts to develop and submit for approval a site 

selection policy before selecting a site for new 
construction. 

 
HB 4407   Taylor  Required each school campus with a full- or part-time 

nurse to maintain a supply of anaphylaxis medicine to be 
administered to anyone on campus experiencing an 
anaphylactic reaction. 

 
HB 1235   Menendez  Established a Legislative Education Board that would take 

over SBOE duties and functions. 
 
 
EDUCATION-RELATED SENATE BILLS THAT FAILED PASSAGE 
 
SB 270   Harris  Required districts to publish in a newspaper or post on its 

website a summary of income-producing contracts twice a 
year. 

 
SB 503   Eltife  Required disclosure of all candidates for the position of 

superintendent who were interviewed by the board in the 
final round of interviews. 

 
SB 568   Lucio Required districts to provide written notice to parents when 

a full-time certified school counselor was not assigned to a 
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campus for more than 30 consecutive instructional days 
during the same school year. 

 
SB 569   Lucio  Required school boards to adopt a policy prohibiting 

counselors from spending more than 10% of the counselor’s 
total work time on duties that are not components of 
counseling or guidance programs.  

 
SB 1831   Patrick Allowed private school students to participate in University 

Interscholastic League-sponsored activities. 
 

 
EDUCATION-RELATED TOPICS THAT HAD MULTIPLE FILINGS THAT FAILED PASSAGE 
 

• Further reduction of local appraisal caps below the current 10 percent cap. 
• Requirement that districts comply with certain Green Building standards in 

construction, renovation, and maintenance of school facilities. 
• Vouchers, including vouchers for special education students. 
• Posting online of a school district’s check register or general ledger. 
• Lifting or eliminating the cap on the number of open-enrollment charter schools 

the SBOE can grant.   
• Placing the SBOE under sunset review, transferring its authority to TEA, or requiring 

the members to be elected on a non-partisan basis. 
 

 



Texas Association of School Administrators 41 

HB 3 
Eissler 
Public school accountability, curriculum, and promotion requirements 
 
High School Graduation Programs 
Maintains current graduation programs of minimum, recommended, and advanced, 
with changes to be implemented in accordance with a schedule to be determined. 
 
Prohibits a district from varying the curriculum of a course in the required curriculum for a 
student in the minimum, recommended, or advanced high school program. 
 
Requires the State Board of Education (SBOE) to designate specific courses for the 
foundation curriculum for each graduation program, but prohibits the SBOE from 
designating a specific course or a specific number of credits in the enrichment 
curriculum as requirements for the recommended program. 
 
Specifies that all graduation programs include a requirement that a student successfully 
complete one credit in fine arts and one credit in physical education (P.E.). 
 
Requires TEA to establish a pilot program in a county with more than one million people, 
80 percent of whom reside in a single municipality, to satisfy the fine arts credit through 
participation in a program not provided by the district. Allows the program to be 
provided on or off campus, and outside the regular school day. Requires the agency to 
report results of the pilot program to the legislature no later than December 1, 2010. 
 
Allows a district, with commissioner approval, to allow a student to comply with P.E. 
curriculum requirements by participating in a private or commercially sponsored physical 
activity program on or off campus, and outside the regular school day. 
 
Requires the SBOE and Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) to adopt 
rules to ensure that students comply with the curriculum requirements under all 
graduation programs for each subject of the foundation curriculum, and for languages 
other than English, by successfully completing appropriate courses in the core curriculum 
of an institution of higher education. 
 
Clarifies that open-enrollment charter schools are subject to high school graduation 
requirements. 
 
Repeals the uniform grade point average (GPA) requirement (i.e., the commissioner of 
higher education has no authority in determining this calculation). 
 
The Minimum Program 
Maintains the recommended or advanced programs as the default graduation 
programs. Adds requirements making it more difficult for a student to be allowed to 
select the minimum program. In addition to parental and school counselor or 
administrator approval (in writing, signed by each party), a student must be at least 16 
years of age, have completed two credits necessary for graduation in each subject of 
the foundation curriculum, or have failed to be promoted to the tenth grade one or 
more times as determined by the district before being permitted to take courses under 
the minimum program. 
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Requires districts to provide written notice to a student’s parent or guardian explaining 
the benefits of the recommended program before a student is permitted to select the 
minimum graduation program. Mandates the notice be developed by TEA, and be 
printed in English and Spanish, and requires confirmation of receipt by the student’s 
parent or guardian. 
 
Allows a student who has agreed to take courses under the minimum program to request 
to resume taking courses under the recommended program. 
 
Adds a new requirement that students under the minimum program complete one credit 
in fine arts and one credit in P.E. Makes no other changes to the minimum program. 
 
The Recommended and Advanced Graduation Programs 
Makes changes to the recommended and advanced programs by requiring students to 
successfully complete certain curriculum requirements, including completion of one 
credit in fine arts and one credit in P.E. 
 
4 x 4 + 2 + 2 + 6 Recommended Program 
Requires the recommended program to include four credits in each subject of the 
foundation curriculum, including at least one-half credit in government and one-half 
credit in economics to meet the social studies requirement; two credits in a language 
other than English; one credit in P.E. and one credit in fine arts; six elective credits; and 
one or more credits that offer a research writing component. The two years of language 
other than English must be in the same language, and the six elective credits are at the 
choice of the parent, student, or district. 
 
4 x 4 + 3 + 2 + 5 Advanced Program 
Requires the advanced program to include four credits in each subject of the 
foundation curriculum, including at least one-half credit in government and one-half 
credit in economics to meet the social studies requirement; three credits in a language 
other than English; one credit in P.E. and one credit in fine arts; five electives credits; and 
one or more credits that offer a research writing component. The three years of 
language other than English must be in the same language, and the five elective credits 
are at the choice of the parent, student, or district. 
 
Satisfaction of 4th Credit for Mathematics and Science 
Requires the SBOE to approve, and allows a district to offer, a variety of mathematics 
and science courses that may be taken after the completion of Algebra II and physics to 
comply with the recommended program’s 4 x 4 requirements. Mandates that these 
courses be endorsed by an institution of higher education as courses for which the 
institution would award course credit, or as prerequisites for courses in which the 
institution would award course credit. 
 
Allows districts to offer the courses in an applied manner.  Mandates that the applied 
courses cover the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), and that students taking 
these courses be administered the applicable end-of-course exams. 
 
Career and Technology Education 
Requires the SBOE by rule to update the TEKS for career and technology education (CTE) 
courses any time the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) revises the 
Internet database of the statewide inventory of workforce education courses. Note: TEA, 
the SBOE, and the TEKS refer to CTE as career and “technical” education. 
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Requires the state plan for CTE programs to constitute an option for student learning that 
provides a rigorous course of study consistent with the required curriculum under which a 
student may receive specific education in a CTE program that incorporates 
competencies leading to academic and technical skill attainment; leads to an industry 
recognized license, credential, or certification, or an associate or baccalaureate 
degree; and includes, as an integral part of the program, participation by students and 
teachers in CTE organizations supported by the agency and the SBOE. 
 
Early College Education Pilot Program 
Creates a pilot program for students who demonstrate early readiness for college. Allows 
research universities to create competencies and assessments equivalent to those the 
university uses for placement purposes, or other means by which a student may 
demonstrate readiness for college. Participating research universities must make 
information available on the university’s Internet website about the program no later 
than September 1 of each year. Requires participating universities to partner with at least 
10 districts that reflect the socioeconomic diversity of the state, and to assist school 
administrators, counselors, and other educators in designing and implementing the 
program in the district. 
 
Mandates that the university and district enter into an agreement that the district will 
assess student mastery of each subject area for which the THECB and commissioner have 
adopted college readiness standards, and a language other than English, in 
accordance with university standards. Allows a district to issue a high school diploma to a 
student under the program if the student demonstrates mastery of early readiness for 
college in each of these subject areas, and in a language other than English, 
notwithstanding any other local or state requirements. Specifies that a student who 
receives a diploma under the program is to be considered as having completed the 
recommended program, and is not guaranteed admission to any institution of higher 
education solely on the basis of receiving a diploma under the program. Requires 
participating universities to have another education research center conduct an 
evaluation of the program, and to report results no later than January 1, 2013. 
 
Middle School Curriculum 
Requires the State Board of Education to adopt rules requiring students in grades 6–8 to 
complete at least one fine arts course during these grade levels as part of the district’s 
fine arts curriculum, effective in the 2010–11 school year. 
 
Data Portals 
Requires TEA to establish and maintain two separate data portals, one specific to student 
assessment data and the other to provide access to general educational resources. 
 
Mandates that the assessment data portal be available for use by districts, teachers, 
parents, students, and public institutions of higher education. Requires that the portal be 
easily accessible by a student, or a student’s parent or guardian; an authorized district 
employee, including a district teacher for use in developing strategies for improving 
student performance; and an authorized employee of an institution of higher education 
for use with admission purposes. 
 
Provides a student, or a student’s parent or guardian, with a means to track progress on 
state assessments required for graduation. Requires the agency to establish an 
interoperable system through which general student data are accessible to the public. 
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Requires the assessment data portal to be available on or before the first instructional 
day of the school year following the year in which the data are collected; and that it 
include student performance data from assessments over multiple years, beginning with 
the 2007–08 school year, including data indicating progress in student achievement. 
Mandates the system allow for comparisons at the classroom, campus, district, and state 
levels. 
 
State Assessment Instruments 
Requires TEA to develop assessment instruments that provide a reliable indication of 
college readiness and a valid indication of academic growth. 
 
Aligns language related to alternative assessment instruments for students receiving 
special education services for which an assessment, even with allowable 
accommodations, is deemed to be an inappropriate measure of achievement by the 
student’s admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee. 
 
Excludes state assessments administered for retake purposes from the agency test-
release schedule of every three years. 
 
Eliminates the grade six Spanish assessment, leaving Spanish assessments available only 
for students in grades 3–5. 
 
Maintains current law preventing a district from administering locally required 
assessments designed to prepare students for state-administered assessments to no more 
than 10 percent of the instructional days of the school year. Authorizes a campus-level 
planning and decision-making committee to limit the administration of locally required 
assessments to 10 percent or less of the instructional days of a school year. 
 
Authorizes the commissioner to require a private school that is entering into an 
agreement to participate in the state assessment program to provide certain 
information, as deemed necessary by the commissioner. 
 
Measures of College Readiness 
Defines college readiness as the level of preparation a student must attain in English 
language arts and mathematics courses to enroll and succeed, without remediation, in 
an entry-level general education course for credit in that same content area for a 
baccalaureate degree or associate degree program at a general academic teaching 
institution, other than a research institution, or a postsecondary educational institution 
that offers associate degrees or certificates or credentials other than baccalaureate or 
advanced degrees. 
 
Requires TEA, in collaboration with the THECB, to gather data to ensure that the Algebra 
II and English III end-of-course (EOC) exams are capable of measuring college readiness 
by the 2011–12 school year. 
 
Requires both agencies, prior to the 2011–12 school year, to conduct studies of the 
correlations between student performance on the Algebra II and English III EOC exams 
and actual college readiness. Mandates that the studies include an evaluation of any 
need for remediation courses to facilitate college readiness. 
 



Texas Association of School Administrators 45 

Requires both commissioners to establish college readiness standards for the Algebra II 
and English III EOC exams based on the results of the studies. 
 
Permits the commissioners to establish college readiness standards for science and social 
studies if they substantiate a correlation between a certain level of performance by 
students on the EOC exams and college readiness. Requires the agency and the THECB 
to report to members of the legislature an analysis of the feasibility of establishing college 
readiness standards for science and social studies EOC exams, and a summary of any 
implementation procedures adopted for each standard. 
 
Requires the agency and the THECB to continue to gather data to perform these studies 
at least once every three years. Requires both agencies to periodically review the 
college readiness performance standards and performance standards established 
nationally and internationally for comparable assessment instruments. Requires a joint 
report be given to members of the legislature offering recommended changes to the 
college readiness standards if it is determined that they are not sufficiently rigorous to 
prepare Texas students to compete academically with students nationally and 
internationally. 
 
Requires the agency to conduct research to substantiate any correlation between a 
certain level of performance by students on EOC exams and success in military service or 
a workforce training, certification, or other credential program at a postsecondary 
education institution that primarily offers associate degrees. 
  
Performance Standards 
Gives the commissioner of education authority to determine the level of performance 
considered to be satisfactory on the state assessments (this duty is currently under the 
purview of the SBOE). 
 
Requires the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the commissioner of higher 
education, to determine the level of performance necessary to indicate college 
readiness. Requires the commissioner of education to establish performance standards 
across grade levels. 
Removes language requiring the ARD committee to determine the level of performance 
considered to be satisfactory on the assessments for students receiving special 
education services. 
 
Allows TEA to develop study guides, and requires districts to make study guides available 
to parents of students who do not perform satisfactorily on an assessment instrument as 
determined by the commissioner. 
 
Requires the agency to analyze, during the 2009–10 and 2010–11 school years, data 
collected through the annual administration of assessments in grades 3–8 and the 
administration of a sufficiently large sample of EOC exams throughout the state for the 
purpose of setting performance standards. 
 
Requires the agency to analyze the data before the 2011–12 school year in order to 
substantiate the correlations between satisfactory student performance for each 
standard on the grades 3–7 assessments and satisfactory performance in the subsequent 
grade level, the correlation between satisfactory student performance on the grade 8 
assessment and satisfactory performance under the same performance standard for 
Algebra I and English I EOC exams in the same content area, the correlation between 
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satisfactory student performance on the English I EOC exam and satisfactory 
performance under the same performance standard on the subsequent years of English 
II and III EOC exams, and the correlation between satisfactory student performance on 
the Algebra I EOC exam and satisfactory performance under the same performance 
standard on the Algebra II EOC exam. Requires that these studies include an evaluation 
of any need for remediation courses to facilitate college readiness. Mandates that 
studies be performed at least once every three years. Requires the commissioner of 
education to increase the rigor of the performance standards if the data does not 
support the correlation between student performance standards and college readiness. 
 
End-of-Course (EOC) Exams 
Maintains the requirement that districts adopt a policy that requires a student 
performance on an EOC exam to account for 15 percent of the student’s final grade, 
and maintains that a district is not required to use student performance on a retake EOC 
exam as part of the student’s final grade in the course. 
 
Prevents an ARD committee from exempting a student receiving special education 
services from being administered an EOC exam, but allows an ARD committee to 
continue to determine allowable modifications. 
 
Requires the commissioner of education and the commissioner of higher education to 
study the feasibility of allowing students to satisfy the EOC requirements by successfully 
completing a dual-credit course through an institution of higher education. Requires 
both commissioners to make recommendations to the legislature, based on the study, no 
later than December 1, 2010. 
 
Requires the commissioner of education to make the following information available on 
TEA’s Internet website on or before September 1 of each year: the number of questions 
on the assessment instrument, the number of items a student must answer correctly to 
achieve a satisfactory performance, the number of items that must be answered 
correctly for a student to achieve satisfactory performance under the college readiness 
performance standards, and the corresponding scale scores. 
 
Removes the prohibition of using college readiness questions incorporated in an EOC 
exam to be used to determine a student’s performance on that assessment. 
 
Prohibits the commissioner from requiring that a district or open-enrollment charter school 
administer state required assessments by computer. 
  
Maintains the requirement that a student achieve, in each subject of the foundation 
area, a cumulative score that is at least equal to the product of the number of EOC 
exams administered to the student in that subject and the scale value. Replaces the 
former scale score requirement of 70 with a scale score that indicates satisfactory 
performance, as determined by the commissioner. Requires a student’s minimum score, 
as determined by the commissioner, to be within a reasonable range of the cut score on 
an EOC exam for the score to count towards the student’s cumulative score (removes 
the minimum scale score requirement of 60). 
 
Continues to allow the commissioner to have rule-making authority to allow satisfactory 
performance on an AP, IB, SAT subject-area test, or other exam to satisfy EOC 
requirements, including the cumulative score requirement. Provides the commissioner 
with rule-making authority to determine if performance on the PSAT or preliminary ACT 
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may be used to satisfy EOC graduation requirements. 
 
Requires students participating in the recommended and advanced programs to meet 
the passing standard on the Algebra II and English III EOC exams, in addition to the 
cumulative score requirements. 
 
Requires a student who fails to achieve a minimum score on the composite standard for 
graduation, set by the commissioner, to retake the EOC exam; and allows a student who 
fails to perform satisfactorily on the college readiness standards of the Algebra II or 
English III EOC exams to retake the assessment. Maintains other current retake 
requirements related to EOC exams. Requires students who don’t meet performance 
standards established by the commissioner to receive accelerated instruction. 
 
Maintains current law permitting a student who is unlikely to achieve the required 
cumulative score for one or more subjects needed to receive a high school diploma to 
enroll in a corresponding content-area college preparatory course for which an EOC 
exam has been adopted. Changes current law by removing reference to a particular 
score; instead, this bill reduces the scale score, as determined by the commissioner, to 
account for no more than 20% of the cumulative score requirements needed to 
graduate. 
  
Prevents districts from administering assessments required for graduation that existed 
before September 1, 1999 (no more TAAS). Allows districts to administer alternate 
assessments as designated by the commissioner. Makes the commissioner’s 
determination final, with no appeal, regarding designation of appropriate instruments 
and level of performance considered to be satisfactory. 
 
Requires the commissioner to develop a transition plan replacing general subject area 
assessments with EOC exams. 
 
Allows continued use of current state assessments for accountability and graduation 
purposes while the EOC exam system is phased in. 
 
Exemptions from State Required Assessments 
Removes language related to exemptions from state assessments for students receiving 
special education services to align with requirements that students receiving special 
education services be administered appropriate alternative or modified assessments. 
Extends current limited English proficiency (LEP) exemptions to apply to special 
education and EOC assessments. Permits districts to administer to particular students an 
accommodated or alternative assessment; or be granted an exemption from, or a 
postponement of, a state required assessment. 
 
Maintains current statute providing a one-year exemption from state testing for LEP 
students. Acknowledges the need for instructional time before an unschooled student is 
tested. Extends the assessment exemption period up to four years, in addition to the initial 
one-year exemption period, for LEP students whose initial enrollment in U.S. schools was 
as unschooled refugees or asylees, and who lack knowledge in the foundation TEKS.   
 
Student Advancement Determinations 
Clarifies that open-enrollment charter schools are not subject to the grade-level 
promotion/retention requirements that now apply to certain students in grades 5 and 8.  
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Specifies that open-enrollment charter schools be subject to the accelerated instruction 
requirements. 
  
Adds numerous factors that a district must consider before promoting any student in 
grades 3–8, including teacher recommendations, student grades in each subject or 
course, performance on state required assessments, and any other necessary academic 
information as determined by the district. Note: Current grade advancement law, other 
than for students in grades 3, 5, or 8, only requires that a student be advanced to the 
next grade level based on the “academic achievement or demonstrated proficiency of 
each subject matter.” 
 
Requires districts to make public the requirements for student advancement by the start 
of the school year, and requires the commissioner to provide guidelines on best practices 
that a district may use when considering factors for promotion. 
 
Eliminates the current Student Success Initiative requirement that a Grade Placement 
Committee (GPC) be convened for grade 3 students who don’t meet the passing 
standard on the grade 3 reading assessment, although the student’s performance on 
the test will still be one of the factors that a district must consider before promoting the 
student to the next grade level (see paragraph above). Maintains GPC requirements for 
students in grades 5 and 8 who don’t meet the passing standard on the state required 
assessment for reading and mathematics, and students at these two grade levels must 
complete any prescribed accelerated instruction before being promoted. Adds new 
requirement for students in grades 5 and 8 who fail to perform satisfactorily on the state 
required reading and/or mathematics assessments and who are promoted to the next 
grade level, by requiring that these students be assigned to a teacher who meets all 
state and federal qualifications to teach the relevant subject and grade. 
 
Increases requirements for administering accelerated instruction by mandating that 
accelerated instruction be provided in the applicable subject area at every grade level 
3–8 to students who don’t meet the passing standard on any state required assessment 
for reading, mathematics, science, writing, or social studies. Allows for accelerated 
instruction to take place before or after school and outside the normal school 
operations. 
  
Measure of Annual Improvement in Student Achievement 
Requires TEA to determine necessary annual improvement each year for a student to be 
prepared to perform satisfactorily on the grades 5 and 8 assessments, in addition to the 
improvement targets for EOC exams. 
 
Accreditation Status 
Requires the commissioner of education to develop rule criteria to determine whether a 
district is accredited, accredited-warned, or accredited-probation. 
 
Determination of Accreditation Status or Performance Rating 
Requires the commissioner in determining district accreditation status to evaluate and 
consider performance on student achievement indicators and performance under the 
financial accountability rating system. Allows the commissioner to also evaluate and 
consider provisions under current law, including PEIMS data, compliance with high school 
graduation requirements, effectiveness of special population programs, and 
effectiveness of the CTE program. Requires the commissioner to assign each district an 
accreditation status, or revoke the accreditation of the district and order closure.
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Allows a district’s accreditation status to be raised or lowered based on the district’s 
performance or to be lowered based on the performance of one or more campuses in 
the district that is below a required standard. 
 
Requires the commissioner to notify a district that receives an accredited-warned or 
accredited-probation status, or a campus that performs below a designated standard, 
that the performance of the district or campus is below a required standard. Requires the 
commissioner to notify on or before June 15 a district or campus that received a similar 
designation in the preceding school year of the subsequent designation. Maintains 
current law that requires the district to notify parents and property owners of the district’s 
accreditation status if the district is assigned an accredited-warned or accredited-
probation status. 
 
Performance Indicators for Student Achievement 
Requires the commissioner to adopt a set of indicators of the quality of learning and 
student achievement, and to review the indicators biennially. 
 
Mandates that indicator data be disaggregated based on race, ethnicity, and 
socioeconomic status (removes gender as a category). Requires indicators for student 
achievement to include (1) results of students meeting the passing standard or 
demonstrating growth toward meeting the passing standard on state assessments, 
aggregated across grade levels and by subject area, including the results of EOC exams 
retaken for graduation purposes within a certain period of time; (2) results of students 
meeting college readiness standards and demonstrating growth towards college 
readiness standards, aggregated by grade level and subject area; (3) dropout and 
district completion rates for grades 9–12 using National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) compliant methodology; and (4) high school graduation rates as currently 
calculated for No Child Left Behind (NCLB) purposes. 
 
Note: At a Senate Education hearing held during the 81st Legislative Session, TEA staff 
explained that these new indicators bring up the total possible number of indicators to 
45, with a potential to increase by 10 more for a total of 55 indicators if college readiness 
standards are adopted for science and social studies. 
 
Requires the commissioner by rule to determine the time period for which a student must 
retake an assessment for that assessment instrument to be considered in determining the 
performance rating of a district. 
 
Eliminates “comparable” improvement and maintains “required” improvement when 
comparing performance on student indicators to state standards. Requires assessment 
and dropout completion rate measures to be compared to state standards and required 
improvement. 
 
Authorizes the commissioner to annually define the state standard for the current school 
year for each student achievement indicator, and to project state standards for each 
indicator for the following two school years. 
 
Requires the commissioner to periodically raise the college readiness standards for 
accreditation as necessary to reach the goals of achieving, by not later than the 2019–
20 school year, state level student performance disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and 
socioeconomic status, that ranks nationally in the 10 ten states in terms of college 
readiness; and to have no significant achievement gaps in performance by race, 
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ethnicity, and socioeconomic status for students graduating under the recommended or 
advanced programs. 
 
Mandates the commissioner, in computing dropout and completion rates, to exclude as 
dropouts (1) students in the process of completing a court-ordered GED program; (2) 
students previously reported as dropouts; (3) students in attendance who are not in 
membership for average daily attendance purposes; (4) students whose initial enrollment 
in U.S. schools in grades 7–12 was as asylees or refugees; (5) students who are in the 
district exclusively as a function of having been detained at a county detention facility 
but are otherwise not students of the district in which the facility is located; and (6) 
students who are incarcerated in state jails and federal penitentiaries as adults and as 
persons certified to stand trial as adults. See other dropout rate provisions under the 
section Methods and Standards for Evaluating Performance. 
 
Methods and Standards for Evaluating Performance 
Specifies that the commissioner determine district and campus performance and, not 
later than August 8 of each year, assign each district and campus a performance rating 
that reflects acceptable or unacceptable performance. Requires the commissioner to 
notify districts and campuses that received an unacceptable performance rating for the 
preceding school year, of a subsequent designation on or before June 15. 
 
Requires the commissioner to evaluate performance against state standards and 
consider the performance of each campus in a district and each open-enrollment 
charter school on the basis of performance on student achievement indicators. 
 
Requires consideration of the effectiveness of district special population and CTE 
programs to be based on PEIMS data, assessment results, and results of a special 
accreditation investigation. 
 
Mandates that the commissioner, when evaluating district and campus performance on 
the student achievement indicators, define acceptable performance as meeting the 
state standard on assessment and dropout/completion rate data for the current school 
year based on student performance in the current school year, or using a student 
performance as averaged over the current school year and the preceding two school 
years (a three-year rolling average). 
 
Allows the commissioner to assign an acceptable performance rating when evaluating 
performance if the campus or district performs satisfactorily on 85 percent of the 
measures, and does not fail to perform satisfactorily on the same measure for two 
consecutive school years. Permits the commissioner to grant an exception to a district or 
campus only if its performance is within a certain percentage of the minimum 
performance standard. Allows the commissioner to establish other performance criteria 
for district or campus exceptions in special circumstances. 
 
Requires each annual performance review to include an analysis of the student 
achievement indicators to determine school district and campus performance in relation 
to standards established for each indicator and required improvement. 
 
Maintains provisions in current law preventing students from being counted as dropouts, 
including students who drop out of detention facilities, secure correctional facilities, or 
residential treatment centers, after receiving treatment for less than 85 days and who fail 
to enroll in school, unless that district or campus is the one to which the student is 
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regularly assigned. Adds a new provision preventing TEA from limiting an appeal relating 
to dropout computations. Specifies that a student ordered by a juvenile court into 
certain residential programs or facilities is not considered to be a student of the district in 
which the program or facility is located. Requires assessment data from these students to 
be determined, reported, and considered separately from other students in the district. 
 
On-site Investigations 
Authorizes the commissioner to direct TEA to conduct on-site investigations of a school 
district at any time to answer questions concerning a program, including a special 
education program, required by federal law or for which the district receives federal 
funds.  Permits the commissioner, as a result of the investigation, to change the 
accreditation status of a district, change the accountability rating of a district or 
campus, or withdraw a distinction designation. Requires the commissioner to determine 
the frequency of the investigations based on performance and equity in relation to the 
student achievement indicators. Removes language limiting on-site investigations only to 
low-performing campuses within a district. 
 
Special On-site Accreditation Investigations 
Adds four new triggers that require the commissioner to conduct special on-site 
accreditation investigations, including (1) when a significant pattern of decreased 
academic performance has developed as the result of the promotion in the preceding 
two school years of students who did not perform satisfactorily on state assessments; (2) 
when excessive numbers of students graduate under the minimum program; (3) when an 
excessive number of students eligible to enroll, fail to complete an Algebra II course or 
any other course the commissioner determines as distinguishing between students 
participating in the recommended program from students participating in the minimum 
program; and (4) when resource allocation practices as evaluated indicate a potential 
for significant improvement in resource allocation. 
 
Authorizes the commissioner, as a result of the investigation, to lower the accreditation 
status of the district, or lower the accountability rating of a district or campus. Regardless 
of whether the commissioner lowers the district’s accreditation status or a district’s or 
campus’s performance rating, the commissioner may take action, if it is determined that 
the action is necessary to improve any area of a district’s or campus’s performance, 
including the district’s financial accounting practices. 
 
Financial Accountability 
Requires the commissioner, in consultation with the comptroller, to develop and 
implement separate financial accountability rating systems for school districts and open-
enrollment charter schools. 
 
Requires the state comptroller to evaluate existing academic accountability and 
financial data by integrating the data, ranking the results of the evaluation to identify the 
relative performance of districts and campuses, and, identifying potential areas of 
improvement. 
 
Requires the state comptroller, when reviewing resource allocation practices, to ensure 
resources are being used for the instruction of students by evaluating the operating cost 
for each student, the operating cost for each program, and the staffing cost for each 
student. 
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Financial Solvency Review 
Requires TEA to develop a review process to anticipate the future solvency of each 
district. Requires the review process to analyze district revenues and expenditures for the 
preceding school year, and projected district revenues and expenditures for the current 
school year and the following two school years. 
 
Mandates consideration be given during the review process for the preceding and 
current school years, and the following two school years as appropriate to staffing ratios, 
rate of change in the district’s unreserved general fund balance, total student 
enrollment, adopted tax rate, any independent audit reports, and actual financial data 
for the first quarter. Requires the agency to consult with school district financial officers 
and public finance experts in the development of the review process. 
 
Mandates that the agency develop an electronic-based program for districts to use in 
submitting data that will flag certain conditions, including a student-to-staff ratio that is 
significantly outside the norm, a rapid depletion of the district’s general fund balance, 
and a significant discrepancy between actual budget figures and projected revenues 
and expenditures. Requires the agency to immediately notify the affected district 
regarding the condition that triggers an alert. Requires the commissioner to adopt rules 
allowing a district to enter estimates of critical data before adopting its budget. 
 
Projected Deficit Under Financial Solvency Review 
Requires a district to provide supplemental data to TEA if a flag is triggered. If the data 
indicate a projected deficit for the district general fund within the following three school 
years, the district must provide the agency with interim financial reports, supplemented 
by staff and student data, as needed to evaluate the current budget status. 
 
If the interim data substantiate the projected deficit, then the district must develop a 
financial plan and submit it to the agency. The plan may only be approved if the 
agency determines the plan would help the district avoid the projected insolvency. 
 
Requires the commissioner to assign a district an accredited-warned status if the district 
fails to submit a plan; fails to obtain approval for a plan; fails to comply with a plan 
approved by the agency; or if, in the following year, the plan is no longer sufficient to 
avoid insolvency or has not been properly implemented by the district. 
 
Requires financial data submitted through the electronic-based program to be included 
in the district’s annual financial management report.  
 
Requires the final budget of the district, as approved by the board of trustees, to be 
prominently posted on the district’s Internet website for three years after the date the 
budget was adopted. 
 
Accreditations, Interventions, and Sanctions 
Revises and aligns language throughout, such as changing the description of 
performance from “unacceptable” to “insufficient.” 
 
Allows the commissioner to appoint a board of managers to exercise the powers and 
duties of the board of trustees with a district that has a status of accredited-warned or 
accredited probation and that has failed to meet any accountability standard, 
including the financial accountability standards. 
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Allows the commissioner to revoke accreditation, order closure and annexation for 
districts that are accredited-warned or accredited probation for two consecutive years, 
including the current school year, and that fail to meet any standard. Permits the 
commissioner to assign sanctions designed to improve high school completion rates, if 
the district fails to satisfy any standard due to the district’s dropout rates. 
 
Interventions and Sanctions for Campuses 
Revises and aligns language throughout, such as changing the description of campus 
performance from “academically unacceptable” to “performance below any 
standard.” 
 
Allows the commissioner, to the extent necessary, to order a hearing for any campus with 
performance below any standard, or to establish a school community partnership team 
composed of members of the campus-level planning and decision-making committee 
and additional community representatives as determined appropriate by the 
commissioner. 
 
Allows the commissioner to determine whether a campus subject to state-level 
interventions or sanctions has implemented “substantially similar” intervention measures 
under federal accountability requirements and, if so, the commissioner may accept the 
substantially similar intervention measures as being in compliance with state-level 
measures. 
 
Specifies that interventions and sanctions for a campus or district also apply to open-
enrollment charter schools. 
 
Campus Improvement Plan 
Clarifies that a campus improvement plan (CIP) would be applicable to a campus that is 
satisfying performance standards for the current school year, but would not satisfy 
performance standards if the standards to be used for the next year were applied to the 
current school year. On request of the commissioner, the campus would submit in 
electronic format the portion of its CIP relevant to those areas for which the campus 
would not satisfy performance standards. Requires an open-enrollment charter school to 
establish a campus-level planning and decision-making committee and develop a CIP in 
order to fulfill the requirement to submit relevant portions of a CIP to the commissioner 
electronically. 
 
Campus Intervention Team 
Revises and aligns language throughout, such as changing “school” improvement plan 
to “targeted” improvement plan. Requires the commissioner to assign a campus 
intervention team (CIT) if a campus is below any standard, but removes the requirement 
for the CIT to perform a “comprehensive” review and instead requires the CIT to perform 
a “targeted on-site needs assessment relevant to the area of insufficient performance,” 
unless the commissioner deems a comprehensive review necessary. Mandates that the 
on-site needs assessment of the campus determine the contributing education-related 
and other factors resulting in the low performance and lack of progress. 
 
Requires the CIT to assist the campus in the development of a targeted improvement 
plan, the submission of the plan to the board of trustees for approval and the 
presentation of the plan at a public hearing, progress monitoring of the plan, and 
submission of the plan to the commissioner for approval. 
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Outlines 12 guidelines and procedures that the CIT must use relative to each area of 
insufficient performance when conducting a targeted on-site needs assessment. 
Requires the CIT, when conducting a comprehensive on-site needs assessment, to use 
each of the 12 guidelines and procedures. Introduces new requirements within the 
procedures and guidelines, including an assessment of staff to determine the 
percentage of teachers who are fully certified, the number of teachers with more than 
three years of experience, and teacher retention rates; an assessment of the extent and 
quality of the mentoring program provided for experienced teachers on the campus 
who have less than two years of teaching experience in the subject area or grade level 
to which the teacher is assigned; and comparison of findings to other campuses serving 
the same grade levels within the district, or to other campuses within the campus’s 
comparison group, if there are no other campuses within the district serving the same 
grade levels as the campus. 
 
Requires the CIT, upon completion of the on-site needs assessment, with the involvement 
and advice of the school community partnership team, if applicable, to recommend 
actions relating to any area of insufficient performance. Allows a CIT to recommend and 
assist the campus in developing teacher recruitment or retention strategies and 
incentives provided by the district to attract and retain teachers. 
 
Requires the CIT to assist in submitting the targeted improvement plan to the 
commissioner. Allows the commissioner to authorize a school community partnership 
team to supersede the authority of the campus-level and decision-making committee, 
and to authorize a targeted improvement plan prepared by this team to supersede the 
CIP. 
 
The CIT must continue to work with the campus for each year that campus performance 
is below any standard until the campus satisfies all performance standards for a two-year 
period, or the campus satisfies all performance standards for a one-year period and the 
commissioner determines the campus is on the path of improvement. 
 
Requires the CIT to assist in updating the targeted plan while analyzing areas of growth 
and areas in need of improvement; and submission of the updated plan to the board of 
trustees, who must conduct a public hearing to notify the public of the plan and to solicit 
public input. Allows the board of trustees to hear from more than one campus during the 
public hearing, and requires the board to post the targeted improvement plan on the 
district’s Internet website before the hearing. Requires the board to also submit the 
targeted improvement plan or any updated plan to the commissioner for approval. 
 
Reconstitution, Repurposing, Alternative Management, and Closure 
Allows the commissioner to order reconstitution of the campus if the CIT’s 
recommendations or the targeted improvement plan are not being fully implemented. 
Requires reconstitution for a campus identified as below any standard after two 
consecutive school years. Requires the CIT to assist the reconstituted campus in 
developing an updated targeted improvement plan to submit to the board of trustees 
before another public hearing is held, obtaining approval of the updated plan from the 
commissioner, and executing the updated plan on approval of the commissioner. 
 
Prevents the CIT from retaining a principal who has been employed on the campus in 
that capacity during the full period, unless the CIT determines that retention of the 
principal would be more beneficial to the student achievement and campus stability 
than removal. 
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Requires the CIT, for each year that a campus is considered to have an unacceptable 
performance rating, to assist in updating the targeted improvement plan, submitting the 
updated plan to the board of trustees and the parents of campus students, and 
submitting the updated plan to the commissioner for approval. 
 
Permits the commissioner to ensure oversight of district-level support to low-performing 
campuses and implementation of updated targeted improvement plans by appointing 
a monitor with demonstrated success in managing campuses with similar demographics 
and educational needs as the struggling campus. Requires the commissioner to order 
repurposing, alternative management, or closure of a campus if the students enrolled on 
the campus fail to demonstrate substantial improvement in the areas targeted by the 
updated plan at the end of three consecutive school years. 
 
Provides an opportunity for the commissioner to waive repurposing, alternative 
management, or closure of a campus for not more than one school year if it is 
determined that, on the basis of significant improvement in student performance over 
the preceding two school years, the campus is likely to be assigned an acceptable 
performance rating for the following school year. 
 
Requires the commissioner, if ordering repurposing of a campus, to require the district to 
develop a comprehensive plan for repurposing and submit the plan to the board of 
trustees and commissioner for approval. Mandates the plan include a rigorous and 
relevant academic program for the campus, and allows the plan to include various 
instructional models. 
 
Prevents the commissioner from approving the repurposing of the campus, unless all 
students have been offered the opportunity in the school year immediately prior to 
repurposing to enroll upon request at another campus, with transportation to the other 
campus provided by the district Note: The commissioner may grant an exception to this 
requirement if there is no other campus in the district in which the students may enroll; 
the campus principal is not retained, unless the commissioner determines that students 
enrolled at the campus have demonstrated significant academic improvement; and 
teachers employed at the campus in the school year immediately preceding the 
repurposing are not retained, unless the commissioner or designee grants an exception. 
Allows exceptions for a teacher who provides instruction in an area not subject to a 
state- required assessment who demonstrates to the commissioner satisfactory 
performance, or for a teacher who provides instruction in an area that is subject to a 
state-required assessment and whose students demonstrate satisfactory performance or 
improved academic growth on the assessment. Allows an educator not retained under 
these circumstances to be assigned to another position in the district. 
 
Allows the commissioner to solicit proposals from qualified for-profit entities to assume 
management of a campus if a nonprofit entity has not responded to the commissioner’s 
request for proposals, for a campus ordered to have alternative management. Permits 
the commissioner to require a district to contract for appropriate technical assistance if it 
is determined to be the basis for the unsatisfactory performance of a campus for more 
than two consecutive school years and is limited to a specific condition that may be 
remedied with targeted assistance. 
 
Prohibits the commissioner from requiring a name change for a campus undergoing 
reconstitution, repurposing, or receiving any other intervention or sanction in this section. 
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Transitional Interventions and Sanctions 
Provides for a transition period to the new accreditation system by allowing the 
commissioner to suspend the assignment of accreditation statuses and performance 
ratings for the 2011–12 school year. Requires the commissioner to continue to implement 
interventions and sanctions in accordance with applicable performance standards. For 
the purposes of determining multiple school years of unsatisfactory performance, the 
performance ratings and accreditation statuses issued in the 2010–11 and 2012–13 school 
years would be considered consecutive school years. Delays consideration of college 
readiness standards in the assignment of ratings until the 2013–14 school year. 
 
Procedures for Challenge of Accountability Determination, Intervention, or Sanction 
Maintains procedures for challenging ratings and accreditation determinations, and 
extends procedures to apply to performance rating appeals. 
 
Distinction Designations 
Requires the commissioner to award distinction designations not later than August 8 of 
each year. Prevents a district or campus from being awarded a distinction designation 
unless an acceptable performance rating has been awarded.  Establishes eligibility 
requirements for both a district and campus to receive a distinction designation. 
 
Authorizes the commissioner to develop and implement a system of distinction 
designations consistent with the new system of designations for public schools, to be 
used in assigning distinction designations to Job Corps diploma programs. 
 
Academic Excellence Distinction Designations for Districts and Campuses 
Requires the commissioner to award an academic excellence distinction designation to 
a district or campus if criteria adopted by the commissioner are met, including the 
percent of students meeting college readiness standards, the percent of students 
demonstrating growth toward standards, and factors other than performance on state 
assessments that indicate sufficient student attainment of postsecondary readiness. 
Requires the commissioner by rule to establish a recognized and exemplary rating for the 
academic distinction designation. 
 
Campus Distinction Designations 
Requires the commissioner to award a campus a distinction designation if the campus is 
ranked in the top 25% of all schools in the state on annual improvement in student 
achievement; or is ranked in the top 25% of all schools in the state with significant gap 
reduction not associated with inhibiting the achievement of the highest achieving 
student subpopulation. Also requires distinction designations by the commissioner for the 
following programs or the following specific categories of performance: academic 
achievement in mathematics, science, English language arts, and social studies; fine arts; 
physical education; 21st century workforce development; and second language 
acquisition. 
 
Requires the commissioner by rule to establish standards and methods for awarding 
campus distinctions, and by rule to establish a separate committee to develop criteria 
for each distinction designation category. Outlines committee constituency criteria, 
which includes representation from individuals with content area expertise, with 
professional experience, and who are community/business leaders. Allows the governor, 
lieutenant governor, and speaker of the house to appoint members to the committee. 
Requires the committee to identify a variety of indicators for measuring excellence, and 
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to consider relevant criteria for categories of distinction designations. 
 
Additional Components to HB 3 
Best Practices Clearinghouse 
Extends the Best Practices Clearinghouse to include submissions from open-enrollment 
charter schools and to feature academically acceptable campuses, districts, and open-
enrollment charters that show significant improvement in student achievement. 
 
High School Allotment 
Provides more flexibility in the use of High School Allotment funds if progress towards a 
college readiness standard set by the commissioner is determined to be exceptional; 
and if the completion rate is at, or above, the accredited standard. 
 
Gifted and Talented Standards 
Requires the commissioner to adopt standards to evaluate district programs for gifted 
and talented students to determine if the programs are in compliance with the Texas 
Performance Standards Project or another program approved by the commissioner that 
meets the requirements of the state plan for the education of gifted and talented 
students. 
 
Texas Successful School Awards System 
Updates and aligns language for the Texas Successful School Awards System program 
pertaining to the student achievement indicators and distinction designations in HB 3. 
 
Parent and Educator Reports 
Require the commissioner to adopt indicators of the “quality of learning” on a campus 
for reporting purposes, and add new indicators that must be included for reporting 
purposes, such as percent of students graduating under each graduation program; 
results of SAT, ACT, articulated postsecondary degree programs, and certified workforce 
training programs; progress of students who fail to meet the performance standards on 
state assessments in the previous year; percentage of students agreeing to take courses 
under the minimum program; percentage of students receiving accelerated instruction 
who are promoted to the next grade level by a GPC, including their performance on 
state assessments at the next grade level; percentage of LEP students exempted from 
state assessments; percentage of students in special education programs that 
participate in alternative assessments; percentage that satisfy college readiness 
measures; measure of progress towards dual-language proficiency by LEP students; 
percentage of students who are not educationally disadvantaged; percentage of 
students who enroll in an institution of higher education in the year following graduation; 
and percentage of students who successfully complete the first year in higher education 
without need of developmental/remediation courses. 
 
Requires TEA to report to each district the student growth required to meet standards for 
annual improvement by performing satisfactorily on the state-required assessments for 
grades 5 and 8, and for EOC exams. Requires the district to report the results in writing to 
parents and guardians. Requires districts to include in the written notice to parents of 
students who did not meet the passing standard or college readiness standards on a 
state assessment, with information relating to online educational resources pertaining to 
the assessment area in which the student did not perform satisfactorily. Also requires 
districts to prepare reports for teachers that show the growth towards standards 
demonstrated by incoming students and by students instructed by the teacher in the 
previous year. 
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Adds information related to student achievement indicators to the campus report card 
requirement. Also adds new information for the district’s annual performance report 
requiring the inclusion of information indicating the district’s accreditation status, and 
distinction designations awarded to each campus. Requires the agency’s Annual 
Comprehensive Report to contain numerous additional items of information. Mandates 
that the first written notice of a student performance given by a district during the school 
year contain a statement of whether the campus has been awarded a distinction 
designation or has been identified as an unacceptable campus with an explanation of 
the significance of each. 
 
High School Completion and Success Initiative Council 
Updates and aligns language for the High School Completion and Success Initiative 
Council. 
 
Foundation School Program 
Updates and aligns language for the program to consist of two tiers that allow all districts 
to provide a basic program of education that is rated acceptable or higher. 
 
Admissions and Remedial Coursework at Institutes of Higher Education 
Allows the commissioner of higher education by rule to require an institution of higher 
education to adopt uniform standards for the placement of a student. Exempts students 
who complete the recommended or advanced program and who demonstrate college 
readiness on the Algebra II and English III EOC exams from remedial courses in these 
content areas. 
 
Rule-Making Authority by the THECB Related to Private Schools 
Maintains language that provides rule-making authority to the THECB to determine 
whether a private high school is accredited by a generally recognized accrediting 
organization, and whether a person completed a high school curriculum that is 
equivalent in content and rigor to the recommended program. 
 
Career and Technology Education: Math and Science Course Development for High-
Demand Occupations 
Provides for a grant of no more than $1 million to be awarded to an institution of higher 
education to develop advanced mathematics and science courses to prepare high 
school students for employment in a high-demand occupation. Requires the 
commissioner of higher education, commissioner of education, comptroller, and Texas 
Workforce Commission to jointly identify high-demand occupations for which courses are 
to be developed. Requires an institution of higher education to work in partnership with 
at least one school district and a business entity in developing courses. Includes course 
development criteria, course review requirements, grant application criteria, grant 
priority to certain courses, use of funds, course review processes, matching fund 
contribution requirements, and limitation on total grant award. 
 
Jobs and Education for Texans (JET) Grant Program 
Creates a Jobs and Education for Texans (JET) Grant Program and authorizes the 
comptroller to establish and administer the JET fund as a dedicated account in the 
general education fund. Creates an advisory board of education and workforce 
stakeholders to assist the comptroller in administrating the program. Provides grants to 
public junior colleges, public technical institutes, and eligible nonprofit organizations that 
apply. Specifies that grants may be used only to support organizations to prepare low-
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income students for careers in high-demand occupations; to finance initial costs of CTE 
course development; and to provide student scholarships that finance a CTE program 
that leads to a license, certificate, or postsecondary degree. 
 
Clarifies that the School Leadership Pilot Program/TxPEP applies only to those principals 
who were employed as principals at a campus that was rated academically 
unacceptable during the preceding school year. 
 
Timelines and Repeals 
Repeals the requirement for the SBOE to propose rules establishing a process for 
indentifying continuing education courses and programs that fulfill educators’ continuing 
education requirements, and repeals the requirement that principals participate in the 
assessment center process once every five years. 
 
Requires the commissioner to bring forward a transition plan and timeline for HB 3 to the 
legislature no later than December 1, 2010. Notes that the assignment of accreditation 
status and any other academic accountability designations be implemented with the 
2012–13 school year, unless otherwise stipulated. Provisions for the release of state 
assessments and the mandatory exclusion of certain student populations from being 
counted as dropouts take immediate effect. Authorizes the commissioner to allow 
sanction provisions to take immediate effect. Requires the fine arts credit provision in 
middle school to apply in the 2010–11 school year.     
       
Specifies that certain acts of HB 3 take precedence over other legislation passed during 
the 81st Legislative Session. 
 
Earliest effective date: Immediately. 
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HB 3646 
Hochberg 
Public school finance 
 
Funding Increases 
Sets the Basic Allotment at the greater of $4,765 or 1.65% of the average statewide 
property value for the first 100 pennies for fiscal years 2010–13. The Equalized Wealth level 
is set at $476,500 for 2009–10 and is tied to the Basic Allotment.  If statewide property 
values increase, the Basic Allotment and the Equalized Wealth Level increase.   
 
Provides each school district with a minimum annual increase of $120 per WADA and 
caps the increase at $350 per WADA above the current law entitlement at the 
compressed rate for 2009–10.  Subsequent years would be capped at $350 per WADA 
compared to the prior year’s revenue per WADA at the compressed rate. 
 
Provides $50 per ADA to students enrolled in two or more CTE courses or an advanced 
course as part of a tech-prep program. 
 
Provides districts with an additional $650 allotment for each student in ADA who has a 
parent or guardian serving on active duty in a combat zone and for each student who 
has transferred to a campus as a result of a military base realignment.  These funds may 
only be used to provide supplemental programs and services for these students who are 
enrolled in the district. 
 
Provides that South Texas ISD will receive $120 per WADA.  Also provides charter schools 
with the $120 per WADA gain and moves charters to state-average funding formulas.  
 
Creates a special education grant program, but funds for this program were not 
appropriated. 
 
Tax Rates 
Clarifies that Tier 1 taxes are at the compressed rate.  The first six pennies above the 
compressed rate remain at the Austin ISD (AISD) yield and are not recaptured.  The yield 
for pennies above the compressed rate plus the six AISD pennies remains at $31.95 per 
penny and are still subject to recapture at an equalized wealth level of $319,500. 
 
Allows a district to adopt a tax rate before receipt of the certified tax roll and before the 
adoption of a budget.  If a district elects to adopt a tax rate before adopting the budget 
the district must publish notice and hold a meeting for the purpose of discussing the 
proposed tax rate.  Following the adoption of the tax rate, the district must publish notice 
and hold another meeting prior to adopting a budget.  If a district adopted a 
maintenance and operations (M&O) tax rate that was less than its effective M&O tax 
rate for the prior year, then the district’s current-year rollback tax rate would be equal to 
the district’s prior-year effective M&O tax rate. 

Salary Increases 
Requires districts to spend the greater of $60 per WADA, or an amount equivalent to $800 
for employees on the minimum salary schedule for across the board pay raises above 
any local step increases under a district’s 2008–09 salary schedule. This pay raise includes 
speech pathologists.   Allows district to reduce the salary increase to pay for costs related 
to social security and statutory minimum payments for TRS.   Provides the salary increase 
applies to charter schools and the Windham school district. 
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High School Allotment 
Moves the High School Allotment to Tier I.  The use of the funds remains unchanged.   
Districts not receiving state aid would receive credit for the allotment similar to the 
treatment of NIFA. 
 
Certain Hold Harmless Provisions 
Eliminates the following hold harmless provisions:  homestead exemption (1997), salary 
schedule increase (1999), employee insurance (2001), $110 WADA (2003), and $2,500 
pay increase (2006).  
 
Dual-Credit  
Allows districts to count students attending dual-credit courses for ADA purposes even if 
a student pays tuition, fees, or for required textbooks.  Proposes an interim study on the 
issue.  
 
Facilities Funding 
Establishes a permanent roll forward of the Existing Debt Allotment, which would no 
longer require the legislature to pass a bill each session continuing the program. 
 
Provides an additional option for districts in securing bonds.  If a district’s application for 
guarantee of district bonds by the PSF is rejected, the district may apply for credit 
enhancement bonds through the Intercept Program. 
 
Incentive Pay Programs 
Requires notification for teachers and principals eligible to receive incentive awards of 
the specific criteria and any formulas on which the awards will be based prior to the 
period for which the awards will be based.  Eliminates the TEEG program and continues 
the DATE program.  Prohibits districts’ current use of DATE funds to pay stipends for 
teachers who hold postgraduate degrees.  Allows districts to use DATE funds for 
mentoring and teacher induction programs.   
 
Restrictions on Expenditure of Local Funds 
Requires school districts to adopt a policy governing the expenditure of local funds from 
vending machines, rentals, gate receipts, or other local sources over which the district 
has direct control.  The policy must require discretionary expenditures of local funds to be 
related to the district’s educational purpose and provide a commensurate benefit to the 
district or its students and must meet constitutional requirements regarding the 
expenditure of public funds.  Applies to all such funds spent on or after September 1, 
2009. 
 
Open-Enrollment Charter School Facilities Credit Enhancement Program  
Provides that this program may be established by commissioner rule.  The purpose is to 
assist charter holders in obtaining financing for the purchase, repair, or renovation of real 
property, including improvements to real property, for facilities.  The rules may limit 
participation to charters that meet standards for financial stability, compliance with 
applicable state and federal program requirements, and student academic 
performance; and impose minimum requirements for debt service reserve.  One percent 
of the total amount appropriated for the FSP may be allocated for these purposes. 
Requires matching private funds for this program. 
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Interim Study on Dual-Credit Programs and Courses   
Requires the commissioner of education, in collaboration with the commissioner of higher 
education, to conduct a study focusing on the costs of dual-credit programs to the 
state, school districts, community colleges, and students.  Requires the commissioner to 
make recommendation to the 82nd Legislature on how to provide all students with the 
opportunity to earn 12 semester credit hours of college credit before graduating from 
high school, ensure efficient use of state resources, and promote the ability of students to 
access quality dual-credit courses. 
 
Texas Virtual School Network  
Requires TEA to evaluate whether providers of different types of electronic courses 
offered through the TVSN should receive varying amounts of state funding based on the 
type of course provided. The report is to be submitted to the legislature by January 1, 
2011. 
 
Requires TEA to investigate the feasibility of making language acquisition courses 
available through the TVSN, by obtaining state subscriptions or pursuing other means of 
access.  Provides that a report must be submitted to the legislature by January 1, 2011, 
including recommended mechanisms for ensuring progress towards language 
proficiency. 
 
Directs TEA to investigate the feasibility of creating one or more series of courses to be 
provided through the TVSN that focus on the educational needs of students in alternative 
education settings, including students in DAEPs and in JJAEPs.  The report is due January 
1, 2011.    
 
Texas Virtual School Network Allotments 
Provides that, for a student who successfully completes an electronic course satisfying a 
curriculum requirement for graduation, provided through the TVSN as part of a normal 
course load, the district or open-enrollment charter school that provided the course is 
entitled to a $400 allotment; the district or open-enrollment charter school in which the 
student is enrolled is entitled to an $80 allotment as reimbursement for administrative 
costs.  A portion of appropriated funds (up to 50%) may be set aside by the commissioner 
to pay the costs of providing electronic courses through which students may recover 
academic credit for courses in which the students were previously unsuccessful; a portion 
of these funds may also be set aside to assist students in alternative education settings. 
 
Select Committee on Public School Finance Weights, Allotments, and Adjustments 
Creates a 15-member interim committee to conduct a comprehensive review of 
weights, allotments, and adjustments under the public school finance system, including 
all current weights, allotments, and adjustments and any others that may be 
recommended by the committee.  The committee will consist of four members of the 
Senate (appointed by lt. governor), four members of the House (appointed by the 
speaker), the commissioner of education, one person currently employed at a primary or 
secondary school and one representative from the business community (appointed by 
the governor), one person currently employed at a primary or secondary school and one 
representative from the business community (appointed by lt. governor), and one person 
currently employed at primary or secondary school and one representative from the 
business community (appointed by the speaker). 
 
Requires the committee to hold an organizational meeting no later than October 1, 2009, 
and issue a report of findings and recommendations by December 1, 2010. 



Texas Association of School Administrators 63 

 
Seat Belts on School Buses 
Adds new language to the Transportation Code providing that a school district is 
required to comply with seat belt requirements only to the extent that TEA pays or 
commits to pay the district, through grants of appropriated funds, for expenses incurred 
in complying with that requirement. 
 
Life Skills for Programs for Student Parents 
Requires the commissioner to give priority in the distribution of funds to districts that 
received funds for this program for the preceding school year and then to districts that 
have the highest concentration of students who are pregnant or who are parents.  
Requires districts to apply to the commissioner for this funding.  Clarifies that these 
programs are only required in school districts in which the program is financed by funds 
distributed for this program and any other funds available for the program.  
 
Financial Literacy Pilot 
Increases the number of districts that can participate in the pilot program from 25 to 100.  
Requires TEA to provide legislators with a report relating to the implementation and 
effectiveness of the program by January 1, 2011. 
 
Earliest effective date: September 1, 2009. 
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