
                   NEWS RELEASE FROM 
                 STATE SENATOR FLORENCE SHAPIRO  
                                                                           DISTRICT 8 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                    CONTACT:  Jennifer Ransom Rice, 512/463-0108 
Saturday, May 26, 2007                       jennifer.ransom_rice@senate.state.tx.us 
 
 

TOP 10 PERCENT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE FILED 
SB 101 ON THE WAY TO THE GOVERNOR 

 
 (Austin, Texas)-- State Sen. Florence Shapiro, R-District 8, today sent her Top 10 Percent 
legislation to the Governor's desk, after the conference committee report was adopted by both 
chambers.   
 
 "Texas' Top 10 percent law has outgrown its effectiveness," Shapiro said, "and, as a 
result, we have handicapped Texas colleges and universities from admitting a well-rounded, 
diverse, intelligent and competitive student body." 
 
 Senate Bill 101 addresses these concerns by capping automatic admissions into public 
colleges and universities.  Half of an incoming freshman class must be admitted based on 
Top 10 percent, with an additional 10 percent of students' admissions based on a holistic 
review.   
 
 The bill also requires that every student considered for automatic admission must 
complete the recommended or advanced high school curriculum.  Furthermore, if a top 10 
percent student does not get into their first choice school because of the cap, the student is 
automatically admitted to their second choice within that system. 
 
 "Students are not one-dimensional," Shapiro said.  " Admission exclusively on the basis 
of a single criterion--class rank--creates an unfair imbalance among Texas high school 
graduates.   Senate Bill 101 addresses that imbalance, by allowing universities the flexibility 
to admit students based on a number of factors, rather than just class rank, while still 
maintaining the significant reward system under the current Top 10 percent law." 
 
 Other components of the final bill include a requirement for institutions of higher 
education to adopt a written policy on recruitment  and retention of underrepresented groups, 
and seek the input of community leaders when making these policy decisions.   
 
 These institutions must also inform schools on the projected percentile cap level and the 
schools must inform students in the 9th grade of the change in the law.  Finally, the bill 
sunsets the cap on August 31, 2015 and returns the Top Ten Percent to its original form. 
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