
From: Mike Falick <mfalick@swbell.net>  
To: 'Mike Falick' <mfalick@swbell.net>  
Date: Mar 30 2005 - 4:12pm  

 

Dear Friends: 
  
Some of you may be aware that the City of Houston approached Spring Branch ISD about expanding the 
Kendall Branch Library.  Specifically, the City has asked if the District is willing to sell land east of the 
existing Library site to accommodate the expansion. 
  
The Board authorized the formation of a committee to explore the issue.  The Committee included parents, 
community members, teachers, and the principals at both Spring Forest Middle and Meadow Wood 
Elementary.  The Executive Summary of the Committee’s Report is below and the Report is attached in its 
entirety. 
  
I have received approximately 30 emails over the past several months concerning the possible sale of land 
to the City.  The emails have run about evenly split between those who think we should and those who 
think we should not.  The issues on both sides are spelled out in more detail in the sampling of the emails at 
the end of this email.  In summary, the concerns include safety and security for the students at Meadow 
Wood, possible loss of playground space at Meadow Wood, loss of the Library in the event the District 
does not agree to sell land for expansion, and what would be built on the Library property if the City moves 
the Library and sells the land. 
  
The City has made it clear that if the District does not sell additional land to accommodate the proposed 
expansion, the Library will be moved and the City will sell the land to the highest bidder. 
  
This issue will be on the Board’s Agenda for Monday night, April 4.  If you have an opinion on this issue, 
please feel free to send me an email at HYPERLINK "mailto:mfalick@swbell.net"mfalick@swbell.net.  I 
will forward any emails I receive to the rest of the Board and to Council Member Pam Holm. 
  
Thank you for all you do for our District. 
  
Very truly yours, 
  
Mike Falick 
HYPERLINK "mailto:mfalick@swbell.net"mfalick@swbell.net 
 
 
Emails: 
Subject: Kendall Branch Library FYI 
Just wanted to alert you about the possible closing and relocation of the Kendall Library. 
  
History: The City of Houston wants to build a larger Kendall Library. They approached the Spring Branch 
School District years ago about the possibility of trading or buying land to expand the library and keep it at 
the current location. The district set up a committee about a year ago to study the situation. It was made up 
of some senior citizens, the Spring Forest MS Principal, district people and some Meadow Wood 
Elementary parents. The initial decision of the committee was to support the sale. However there has been 
some unhappiness from the Meadow Wood community mainly about loss of playground space and safety. 
At this point, it is up to the School Board members to decide if the sale will occur. If the library is not 
allowed to expand, the City has decided to re-locate the library to the area of Eldridge and Briar Forest and 
sell the current Kendall Library land to the highest bidder. 
  
This would mean that our area would lose a public library probably forever.  
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What can you do? Your opinion is needed --- whatever you think. 
  
Contact School Board Members: 
  
Barbara Larson barbaralarson@usa.net <mailto:barbaralarson@usa.net> Dave Converse 
drconverse@houston.rr.com <mailto:drconverse@houston.rr.com> 
Mike Falick mfalick@sbwell.net <mailto:mfalick@sbwell.net> Susan Kellner suekellner@houston.rr.com 
<mailto:suekellner@houston.rr.com> 
Theresa Kosmoski markk4@hal-pc.org <mailto:markk4@hal-pc.org> Susan Mathews 
susan@susanmathews.net <mailto:susan@susanmathews.net> Wayne Schaper 713-465-5206 Pam Holm 
(our City Councilwoman) districtg@cityofhouston.net <mailto:districtg@cityofhouston.net> 
  
Act now.....the decision will be made soon.  
  
  
  
  
My name is ___________________ and my family moved into Nottingham Forest in 1969.  I started in the 
second grade at Meadow Wood Elementary, went to Spring Forest and graduated from Stratford.  When it 
came time to start a family, my husband and I bought a home in Nottingham Foest.  After a transfer to 
California we moved back to Houston where my three children attended Bunker Hill Elementary and 
Memorial Middle School.  Missing the old neighborhood, we moved back into Nottingham Forest 6 1/2 
years ago and I am proud to say we now have a second generation graduate of Stratford (my middle son 
will be a freshman at Stratford next year and my daughter will be in 7th grade at Spring Forest). Residents 
here don't buy these 40-year old homes for the large bathrooms or spacious closets because you can 
purchase a much bigger home for less money just west of here - we buy in Nottingham Forest for the 
exemplary schools and the feeling of community here among our neighbors.  I am very opposed to the 
expansion of the library onto the Meadow Wood property. That land is used not only by the students at 
Meadow Wood and Spring Forest but also by many area families that use the playground area after school 
and on weekends for football, soccer etc.  It is a valuable resource for the school and neighborhood, and 
hardly worth sacrificing for the library expansion, when there is a simple alternative available to the 
Library, build a two story building.  It is my understanding that the library desires to add meeting rooms. 
Surely the number of people that will use those meeting rooms will not be equal to the number of people 
currently enjoying the greenspace, and the meeting rooms could easily be located on a second floor.   I 
hope the opinions and views of those residents who's children will be directly effected by your decision 
carries a greater weight than others in the district, located farther away.  
Thank you 
  
  
From:  
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2005 9:21 PM 
To: barbaralarson@usa.net; drconverse@houston.rr.com; mfalick@sbwell.net; suekellner@houston.rr.com; 
markk4@hal-pc.org; susan@susanmathews.net; districtg@cityofhouston.net 
Cc:  
Subject: Kendall Library 
  
To whom it may concern: 
The moving of this library concerns me greatly.  I love the present location and know that it is being used.  
I recognize its limitations and do see that it needs some "updating" but to move it would impact the very 
large number of people currently using it.  There are several apartments in walking distance to this library 
which is critical to their learning and next to two schools.  Please reconsider moving this library.  Please 
notify me of any community meetings that pertain to this issue.  _________________, Nottingham resident 
  
  
From:  
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Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2005 8:33 AM 
To: barbaralarson@usa.net; drconverse@houston.rr.com; mfalick@sbwell.net; suekellner@houston.rr.com; 
markk4@hal-pc.org; susan@susanmathews.net 
Subject: Kendall Library 
  
PLEASE vote to keep the library in or near it's current location! 
  
  
From:  
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2005 11:00 AM 
To: barbaralarson@usa.net; drconverse@houston.rr.com; mfalick@sbwell.net; suekellner@houston.rr.com; 
markk4@hal-pc.org; susan@susanmathews.net 
Subject: Kendall Branch Library 
  
SBISD Board Members, 
  
I will briefly state that I believe that it is imperative that the Kendall Branch library remain in its current 
location and not be moved out of our district.  Please work with the city and sell a piece of land to keep the 
library.  The Meadow Wood School and playground will not be affected.  The areas used for school will 
not be affected, only extra land.   
  
I understand the dilemma; however, a “not so desirable” business could go into the current library location, 
and then our community will have an additional negative.  Most importantly, our children will need to 
travel a much greater distance to reach the library for research and/or for summer reading materials (which 
is important to staying on reading level).  In addition, the district would gain some money from this sale, 
and we all know that money is at a shortage. 
  
I have children at Wilchester and Memorial Middle.  With the Stratford problem, we at Wilchester were 
open to helping the district work through changes and having additional children on our campus and 
changing our school hours.  We all need to work together to keep valuable assets in our community; let’s 
hope Meadow Wood will be as open to helping out.  Meadow Wood needs to remember that they are 
fortunate to be located adjacent to another campus, which makes their green space around their school even 
larger.   
  
I feel that if this situation was occurring in another part of this district, the district would sell the land in 
order to keep the valuable library assets for the students.  Please keep in mind that all students of this 
district need a library near by.   
  
Please sell the land and keep the Kendall Branch library in its current location. 
  
Sincerely, ____________________ 
  
  
From:  
Sent: Thursday, March 24, 2005 5:47 PM 
To: barbaralarson@usa.net; drconverse@houston.rr.com; mfalick@sbwell.net; suekellner@houston.rr.com; 
markk4@hal-pc.org; susan@susanmathews.net; districtg@cityofhouston.net 
Subject: Kendall Library 
  
I am a regular patron of Kendall Library and have been since it was built…in fact, I am there at least once a 
week if not more.   
  
It is very important to me that we keep this library where it is.  If the Spring Branch School District Board 
does not sell the requested property to the City for the Library, we will have NO LIBRARY in the west end 
of Spring Branch School District.  It will go to the area of Eldridge and Briar Forest, several miles from 
where the patrons of the library live. 
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Each day I go into the library there are many young people using the facility to do their homework, there 
are readings for the young children in both English and Spanish, there are lots of adults working on projects 
there. 
  
PLEASE, KEEP KENDALL LIBRARY WHERE IT IS.  DO NOT LET IT GO OUT OF THE SPRING 
BRANCH SCHOOL DISTRICT. 
  
As a senior citizen, I am able to drive to the library, but if it moves to the proposed location I may not be 
able to drive there as I age.  We need the library where it is. 
  
I ask your consideration of this request. 
  
Thank you. 
  
  
  
From:  
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2005 8:08 AM 
To: suekellner@houston.rr.com 
Subject: Kendall Library 
 
I support the expansion of the library in it's present location. It is a very desirable and necessary part of our 
commumity. Thank you for your consideration.  
  
  
From:  
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2005 11:44 AM 
To: barbaralarson@usa.net; daveconverse@houston.rr.com; mfalic@swbell.net 
Cc: suekellner@houston.rr.com; markk4@hal-pc.org; susan@susanmathews.net; 
districtg@cityofhouston.net 
Subject: Kendall Branch Library 
  
Dear School Board members and Councilwoman Pam Holm: 
         The proposed expansion of Kendall Branch Library is certainly a 
timely  project. I support maintaining the present location using some 
additional land obtainable from the SBISD next door. The location is 
accessible from all directions and near a large residential area,  
apartments, condiminiums and homes. This has been the understanding 
we've had for a number of years, and my husband and I believe would 
be in the best interest of the people of District G and west Houston. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
  
  
  
  
From:  
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2005 7:20 PM 
To: suekellner@houston.rr.com 
Subject: Kendall Library 
  
Hi, 
  
My name is ________________ and I live in Wilchester near Wilcrest and Memorial. I've heard that the 
Kendall Branch Library may relocate. I would like to see the library stay here to support our surrounding 
schools and neighborhoods.  

mailto:suekellner@houston.rr.com
mailto:barbaralarson@usa.net
mailto:daveconverse@houston.rr.com
mailto:mfalic@swbell.net
mailto:suekellner@houston.rr.com
mailto:markk4@hal-pc.org
mailto:susan@susanmathews.net
mailto:districtg@cityofhouston.net
mailto:suekellner@houston.rr.com


  
Please let me know if there is someone else I can contact to express my concern about the possible closure. 
  
Thank you for all you do for our community! 
  
  
From:  
Sent: Sunday, March 27, 2005 9:49 PM 
To: suekellner@houston.rr.com 
Subject: Kendall Branch Library 
  
I am writing to let you know that I am in favor of SBISD trading or otherwise transacting with the City of 
Houston in order to keep Kendall Branch Library in its current location.  I am a resident of Wilchester with 
children at both Wilchester Elementary and Memorial Middle School.  My children, my husband, and I all 
frequent the Kendall Branch Library year-round.  It would be a great loss to our area to lose this facility.   
And I do consider moving out to Eldridge to be too far to be considered part of our community.   
  
I think we should ask the Meadow Wood Elementary parents to be flexible in accomodating the needs of 
the whole community, just like Westchester Academy and Wilchester Elementary have done this year 
to make room for the Stratford students displaced by the facility problems at Stratford.   
  
  
  
Do not sell any land to the city of Houston that is part of Meadow Wood Elemetary. 
The Library is not worth the destruction of those beautiful Pine trees and the playground that the Elemetary 
students enjoy. Let the City of Houston buy land just west in the Vacant strip malls close to Memioal and 
Diary Ashford. 
  
  
  
Dear Sirs and Madams: 
 
I'm opposed to the sale of Meadow Wood Elementary property along Memorial Drive to the Houston 
Public Library for expansion of the Kendall Branch. 
 
The property in question is attractive as one of the last pieces of open space along Memorial Drive in that 
area and is a portion of the playground for the school. It also appears that building on that space could 
increase traffic along that portion of the property and present a safety issue for the Meadow Wood 
playground. 
 
As I understand it, the library wants to expand onto this MWE space to make the library larger than the 
current branch but not for additional space for books and materials. Instead, the additional space would be 
for new "community meeting rooms" not present in the current branch. This is a poor reason for expanding 
the library branch as there are plenty of nearby places for community meeting rooms, such as meeting 
rooms at the nearby apartment complexes, at the Nottingham Forest Club and, most notably, at Spring 
Forest Middle School and Meadow Wood itself. We're all also familiar with limited library budgets leading 
to limited hours at library branches, which would make the purpose for the MWE property acquisition even 
more dubious. 
 
It would be a real shame to lose this attractive and useful space for such an ill-conceived notion and I urge 
you to reject the proposal to sell this property to the library. 
 
Sincerely, 
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To the Board of Spring Branch ISD, 
 
I live in the district and vote in the district.  I have 2 children who attend Wilchester Elementary.  I'm 
writing to convey my support for the sale of school district land to the Kendall Branch Library for their 
expansion.  It is vital that we have a public library in the area to serve the needs of our students, and it 
would be a shame if we were to lose the Kendall Branch to another location.  Please vote in favor of the 
sale of land at Meadowood Elementary. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 


