
-----Original Message----- 
From: CNL District G [mailto:DistrictG@cityofhouston.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 4:50 PM 
To: CNL District G 
Subject: Update from Pam Holm on Kendall Branch Library 
  
Friends, 
  
The Houston Public Library System's Kendall branch located at 14330 Memorial Drive is scheduled for 
complete reconstruction and expansion in the next few years as part of the Library Department's Master 
Plan and the City's Capital Improvement Plan.  I write to you today, aware of your interest in this project, to 
share an update regarding discussions with Spring Branch Independent School District that impact 
decisions for the Kendall branch reconstruction. 
  
As you may know, the City approached SBISD over two years ago to gauge its interest in selling a 1-acre 
parcel of land adjacent to the current facility to facilitate present-site reconstruction.  Though facility plans 
are never finalized until the design phase, the City considered many different configurations of land usage 
including building placement, size and height, parking, green space, traffic, sight lines, security, driveways 
and fencing, as well as the costs of construction and ongoing maintenance.  Time and time again, the 
conclusion was that a new facility could fit into a small parcel, but to provide the facility, amenities, and 
parking the community required, anything less than an additional acre of land would compromise the new 
library. 
  
SBISD formed the Kendall Advisory Committee last summer to provide input to the school district board 
on community sentiment about selling school district land to the City so that retaining the branch at its 
current site would be an option.  District G and other City representatives facilitated several community 
meetings to supply information and criteria for our needs, but did not participate in SBISD's committee 
process. The Advisory Committee met a number of times, marked stakes in the ground at Meadow Wood 
Elementary School in order to get a sense of the size of land they might be comfortable selling for library 
expansion, and subsequently made a recommendation to the SBISD Board of Trustees in the late fall.  
Through the winter and spring, the Board of Trustees weighed community input, discussed the library land 
needs further with the City of Houston, deliberated the school district's needs and interests, and in the last 
week of April sent formal word to the City of Houston of their ability to negotiate the sale of .53 acres for 
$345,000.  A copy of the SBISD letter to the City of Houston stating that offer is attached. 
  
After careful and thorough consideration, the City of Houston determined that the timing, tract size, and 
price did not meet the needs of the reconstruction project.  Therefore, the acquisition of land adjacent to the 
current site is not a viable option and construction of the caliber of facility the community deserves at its 
present site will not be possible.  Formal response from the City of Houston to SBISD's offer indicating 
those constraints and conditions was sent to SBISD late last week and shared at the SBISD Facilities 
Committee meeting Monday evening.  A copy of that letter is attached.   
  
While the SBISD Board and Advisory Committee deliberated its position, the City of Houston continued to 
investigate all possible sites in the area that met the needs of a new library facility.  This spring, the City 
identified a tract of land already owned by the City and evaluated its development as a community complex 
providing green park space, at least a 22,000 sq ft facility, shared parking, and tie in to the Terry Hershey 
Trail.  This property on the northwest corner of Eldridge and Buffalo Bayou that now is the sole option for 
consideration of the Kendall branch is, in fact, a truly exceptional choice that allows the City to deliver the 
outstanding library our growing and developing community deserves. 
  
It is understandable that some of you may be disappointed that reconstruction of the Kendall branch will 
not be possible at the location you have used for many years, but I encourage you to consider the very 
positive outcome of this long process.   The new Kendall Library is going to be constructed bigger and 
better than any branch library currently in the city and once opened will no doubt again rise to the top in 
terms of circulation and usage of branch libraries in the City's system.  It will not require the expenditure of 
funds for land acquisition, it is only 1.5 miles away from the current site, it will remain in the heart of the 
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service area, it will have major thoroughfare access, and it will be a campus-type complex including park 
space and a trail system.  Additionally, the size of the new facility and available parking will not be 
compromised to fit into a smaller-than-ideal space.  This will also better facilitate future expansion as 
deemed necessary. 
  
Design of the new library is scheduled for fiscal year 2006 that begins July 1, 2005, with construction 
following in fiscal year 2007.  Once the new facility is completed, Kendall's current lot will no longer be 
needed to host a branch library.  I know the use of that property is of concern to many of you and you have 
my commitment, which has been confirmed by the Mayor and has been communicated to members of the 
SBISD Board of Trustees and Superintendent Klussmann, that the City will qualify the property for a use 
that is suitable and compatible with the neighboring community.  Further, Houston Public Library System 
Director Toni Lambert is exploring the idea of opening an "E-Library" very close to the current Kendall 
site that will provide a storefront for book pick-up/drop-off and computer services. This is a pilot project 
idea that HPL has been interested in pursuing and we are excited that District G could be the first recipient 
of such a facility. 
  
I and other City representatives recognize the needs and interests represented by the school district's offer 
and appreciate the SBISD Board of Trustees and Superintendent Duncan Klussmann for their willingness 
to investigate the collaboration for over two years.  While the outcome of the discussions, evaluations, 
community meetings, and deliberations has turned out differently than anticipated, I want to personally 
thank the Board and Superintendent Klussmann for the open lines of communication, creative thinking, 
interest, and intention to work on behalf of the good of our shared community.  
  
The new Kendall branch is going to be an outstanding facility that meets the expectations and needs of our 
active community.   Its reconstruction is such an exciting project for all of us and now that the City has 
concrete location information to work with, a meeting will be held the evening of Tuesday, May 31 from 
6:30-7:30PM in the cafeteria of Nottingham Elementary School, 570 Nottingham Oaks Trail, to begin 
developing concepts for usage of 609 N. Eldridge.  The District G office is finalizing the location and time 
of the meeting and notice will be sent out with those details once they are confirmed. 
  
I appreciate your interest in Kendall Library and hope you will join me in enthusiastically embracing the 
process of building a new, state-of-the-art facility for the District G community. 
  
Pam 
  
 
Pam Holm 
 
Council Member District G 


